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JOHN BAPTIST SALPOINTE, 1825-1894

By SISTER EDWARD MARY ZERWEKH, C.S.J. *

Introduction
HE LAST Bishop of Durango to exercise jurisdiction over
New Mexico was Bishop Zubiria. 1 He saw the great mistake of his predecessors in opposing the Franciscans and attempted to revive their Custody, but the declining Franciscan
Province was able to send only one friar. To help solve his
problem the Bishop encouraged a native clergy and not without some success. However, by·1840, there were not enough
Franciscans left nor enough secular priests to replace the
- Franciscans. The Indians, never fully converted, fell back
deeper into their former paganism. The descendants of the
Spanish colonists kept the Faith but gradually they were becoming indifferent from neglect. 2
This was the condition of the Church when General
Stephen Watts Kearny on August 18, 1846, raised the American flag in Santa Fe, taking formal possession in the name
of the United States. 3 Some of the secular clergy would not
submit to American rule and returned to Mexico. Others gave

T

• Salpointe High School, Tucson, Arizona. [This article is the bulk of a M.A. Thesis,
University of San Francisco, 1956. Ed.]
1. D~n Jose Antonio Laureano de Zuhiria, Bishop of Durango, 1831-50. Cf. Lamy
Memorial, Centenary of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. No author given (Santa Fe, New
Mexico: Schifani Bros., 1950), p. 22.
2. Father Angelico Chavez, O.F.M., The Cathedral of the ROlIal City of the Holy Faith
of Saint Francis (Santa Fe, New Mexico: Santa Fe Press, 1947), p. 5.
3. The Old Faith and Old Glory, The Story of the Church in New Mexico Since the
American Occupation. No author given, (Santa Fe: Santa Fe Press, 1946), p. 3.
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open support to opposition movements and attempts to overthrow American superiority, and in one uprising at Taos,
Governor Bent was killed. Father Vicario Don Juan Felipe
Ortiz, Vicar of Bishop Zubiria, was considered an enemy of
American institutions and the military authorities tried to
"suspend" him from performing his ecclesiastical functions. 4
Being so far away and of another country, Bishop Zubiria could do little to rectify the situation. Knowledge of
this deplorable condition reached the Bishops of the United
States and, in 1849, the Seventh Provincial Council of Baltimore requested Pope Pius IX to assign an American Bishop
to the Southwest. In answer to their petition Pope Pius IX,
by a decree of July 19, 1850, created the Vicariate of New
Mexico with John Baptist Lamy of the Diocese of Cincinnati
the first Bishop.1i
1. Bishop Lamy and Father Salpointe, 1825-59

After receiving episcopal consecration in Saint Peter's
Church, the Cathedral of Cincinnati, on November 24, 1850,
Bishop Lamyl was most anxious to start for his Vicariate.
Two routes lay open to him. The more direct one was over the
Santa Fe Trail. It started at St. Louis from which city a
steamboat was taken to Independence. From there the journey was made by wagon to Santa Fe, a distance of about nine
hundred miles over prairies made dangerous by Indians. The
longer route, but by no means the easier, was via New Orleans and Galveston. The New Orleans' route was the one
chosen by Bishop Lamy.2
At New Orleans, as had been planned, Bishop Lamy met
4. laid., p. 6.
5. John Baptist Salpointe, D.D., Soldiers of the Cross, Notes on the Ecclesiastical History of New Mexico, Arizona and Colorado (Banning, California: St. Boniface's Industrial
School, 1898), p. 194.
1. The Most Reverend John Baptist Lamy, D.D., was born on October 11, 1814, at
Lempdes, in the Diocese of Clermont Ferrand, Department of Puy-de-Dome, France. He
studied at the preparatory seminary of Clermont and the grand seminary of Mont Ferrand, being ordained in December, 1838. In 1839, he was given permission to enlist as
one of the missionaries of Bishop Purcell of Cincinnati. Previous to 1850, he had labored
in the missions of Ohio and Kentucky. cf. Salpointe, op. cit., p. 194-195.
2. Ibid., p. 195.
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Father Joseph P. Machebeuf whom he had asked to accompany him and labor with him in the new Vicariate. Together
they arrived in Santa Fe in the summer of 1851 after a tiring
and strenuous journey.
However, they were not readily accepted by the Catholics,
clergy and laity, in Santa Fe. No notice of a change in jurisdiction had reached the Bishop of Durango, the Most Reverend Don Jose Antonio Zubiria, and, therefore, his clergy in
Santa Fe were not aware of the establishment of the
Vicariate.
3

Primed by years of battling with the local government,
and used to many more of independence from their Bishop in
distant Durango, the few priests of New Mexico were in no
smiling mood to accept these strangers. Not only were they
Americans by adoption, but Frenchmen by birth-and both
Frenchmen and Spaniards had lost face in America from all
the political intrigues in Mexico since her independence. 4

In order to verify his authority, Bishop Lamy decided to
make the trip to Durango and present his credentials to
Bishop Zubiria. Reverend J. P. Machebeuf remained in Santa
Fe with the Reverend Juan Felipe Ortiz, the Vicar General.
The Bishop of Durango received Bishop Lamy kindly and
after examining the papers from the Holy See, accepted the
division of his diocese. Possessing the papers that were necessary to show that the Bishop of Durango no longer claimed
jurisdiction over the territory assigned to the new Vicariate,
Bishop Lamy returned to Santa Fe. He had traveled about
nineteen hundred miles on horseback, having only a servant
as a companion, when he arrived back in Santa Fe. 5
Even though Bishop Lamy proved that he had the jurisdiction of New Mexico, some of the clergy would not accept
8. Joseph Proiectus Machebelli was born in the city of Riom in the Department of
Puy-de-Dome, France. on August 11. 1812. His mother died when he was young. He was
educated by the Christian Brothers, and after attending the college in Riom, decided to
become a priest. He completed his seminary studies at Mont Ferrand in 1886 and was
ordained in the Christmas Ember week. He was an assistant in the parish of LeCendre
when Bishop Purcell came to ask for missionaries for his Ohio diocese. Father Machebeuf,
along with Reverend J. B. Lamy and several other priests, offered himself for the foreign
missions. Cf. Salpointe, op. cit., PP. 197-198.
4. The Old Faith and Old Gloru. op. cit., P. 7.
5. Salpointe. op. cit.• P. 198.
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his authority and a few returned to Durango. Others remained but acted independently of the Bishop. With the Reverend J. P. Machebeuf, whom he made his Vicar General,
Bishop Lamy tried to meet the spiritual needs of the scattered population living in the Territory. It was an arduous
task and became even more difficult when Congress, in 1853,
added Arizona and that part of Colorado east of the Rockies
to the Territory of New Mexico. 6 As the Territory expanded,
so likewise did the Vicariate.
On July 28, 1853, Pope Pius IX raised the Vicariate of
New Mexico to the rank of an Episcopal See, attached to the
city of Santa Fe. 6a Soon afterwards Bishop Lamy went to
Europe to obtain priests for his diocese. He returned to Clermont, France, the capital of his native department, and was
able to bring back a few priests and clerics. These did not
meet the demands of his rapidly expanding parishes, so therefore, in 1856, Bishop Lamy sent Father Machebeuf to France
for more missionaries. The trip was not in vain for six new
subjects were procured for the diocese. 7
When Bishop Lamy went East in 1852 to attend the First
Plenary Council of Baltimore, he stopped in Kentucky and
obtained some Sisters of Loretto at the Foot of the Cross 8
to open a school in Santa Fe.
. . . The dearth of education had appalled Lamy on his arrival.
He realized that the people were not so much to blame, for the
country itself was poor, isolated in every direction, and torn
by strife. The early Franciscans had conducted prosperous
schools for the short period in which grants from the Spanish
Crown were forthcoming; but when this support was withdrawn and the friars expelled, all means of education vanished.
Nor were the Bishops of Durango remiss in this matter.
No matter how often the Mexican hierarchy tried to re-establish centers of education in each diocese, a revolution was
bound to come like a wave and sweep the beach clean again.
They renewed their efforts, especially after the Mexican Con6. The Old Faith and Old Glory. op. cit., p. 7.
6a. Lamy Memorial. op. cit.• p. 27 ; the date is July 29, 1853. in Salpointe. op. cit.• P. 206.
7. Salpointe. op. cit., pp. 206-208.
8. This community had been founded in Kentucky in 1812 by Reverend Charles
Nerinckx, a Belgian priest exiled from his native land because of religious persecution.
It was the beginning of the first American foundation of religious women having no
affiliations with Europe. Cf. Sister Richard Marie Barbour. S.L.• Light in Yucca Land
(Santa Fe, New Mexico: Schifani Bros., 1952), P. 29.
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stitution of 1824, to counteract the efforts of the lodges of England and Scotland which were infecting the youth of Mexico
with anti-clerical ideas. One such college was founded in Santa
Fe in 1826, but local conditions did not let it continue for longthe priests in Santa Fe and other places did their best regarding schools during those twenty years, but the poverty of
the country and the chaotic times were against them. 9

The school, the Academy of Our Lady of Light, established by these Sisters provided for the education of young
girls in Santa Fe, but Bishop Lamy was also anxious to have
an institution in the capital of the Territory for the education of young men. The demand for more priests was also
urgent as testified in his letter to Archbishop Purcell 10 of
Cincinnati.
. . . I am very much in need of priests. That new territory of
Arizona belongs to us now. . . . Next month I send one of my

priests to France to try to obtain priests and some brothers
of the Christian Doctrine to established a good school in Sta.
Fe.l l

Thus it was that the Reverend Peter Eguillon,12 Bishop
Lamy's Vicar General, arrived in France in 1859,13 He went
to Bishop Lamy's and also his own native diocese, Clermont
Ferrand, in southeastern France, about midway between
Paris and Marseilles. Here he was going to ask for missionaries before going to seek elsewhere, if it were necessary.
9. Th. Old Faith a...d Old Gwry, op. cit.• p. 9.

10. The See of Cincinnati was elevated to an archdiocese by Pope Piux IX on July 19,
1850, the same day as the erection of the Vicariate of New Mexico.
11. Bishop Lamy, Santa Fe, New Mexico, to Archbishop Purcell, January 16, 1859,
(Archdiocesan Archives, Santa Fe, New Mexico. Hereafter referred to as A.A.S.F.)
12. Reverend Peter Eguillon had come to the diocese of Santa Fe from France with
Bishop Lamy in 1854. He remained in Santa Fe for about one year to teach theology
to some seminarians and to prepare them for ordination. In October, 1855, he was made
the pastor of Socorro, New Mexico. He was appointed Rector of the Cathedral and Vicar
General of the diocese on November 4, 1858. He held the office of Vicar General until his
death, July 21, 1892. He was Rector of the Cathedral until his death, except for the years
1869-1878. Cf. Lamy Memorial, op. cit., p. 40, and Salpointe, op. cit., p. 207.
13. The exact date on which the Reverend P. Eguillon began his trip to France or
on which he arrived there is not certain. However, he did leave Santa Fe before June 20,
1859, as determined from the following letter of Bishop Lamy, Santa Fe, New Mexico,
to Archbishop Purcell, June 20, 1859, (A.A.S.F.):
u • • • I have also sent to France to obtain missionaries, and a colony of Des Freres de la
Doctri.... Chr.ti......... But I have no news yet if I will obtain them or not. . . :'
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For indeed, the seminary of this diocese has become known
by the appellation, "Nursery of the Missionaries of the New
World." 14
Father Eguillon stopped first at the preparatory seminary
and it was here that he met Father John Baptist Salpointe.
This young priest who was the Procurator and the Professor
of Natural Sciences at the Seminary was a native of the
Clermont Ferrand Diocese. He was born in the parish of St.
Maurice de Poinsat, Department of Puy-de-Dome, France,
on February 25, 1825. 15 His parents came from the best families of the place and, coming from a thoroughly Christian and
virtuous home" his early aspirations toward the priesthood
were fostered and encouraged.I 6
Father Salpointe, having studied the classics at the Petit
Seminaire of Agen, had completed his preparatory studies
at the College of Riom, where he passed a most creditable
examination. He then entered the Seminary of Mont Ferrand
where he completed his courses in theology, canon law and
other subjects preliminary to Sacred Orders under the Sulpician priests who composed the teaching staff of the seminary. On December 21, 1851,17 John Baptist Salpointe was
ordained by the Right Reverend Louis Charles Feron, Bishop
of Clermont Ferrand. 18
Soon after ordination, Abbe Salpointe was sent as assistant priest successively at Solledes, Menat and Clermont, and
rising constantly, according as his merit was better known,
he soon after was appointed Professor of Natural Sciences in
the Diocesan Seminary of Clermont, acting at the same time
as the Procurator of the Seminary. Thus in a few years he had
14. Louis H. Warner, Archbishop Lamy, An Epoch Maker, (Santa Fe: Santa Fe New
Mexican Publishers, 1936), pp. 26-27.
15. Reverend James H. Defouri, Historical Sketch of the Catholic Church in New
Mezico, (San Francisco: McCormick Bros., 1887), p. 154; John Baptist Salpointe's birthday
is given as February 21, 1825, cf. "John Baptist Salpointe," National Cycwpaedia of
American Biography, XII (1904), 50; and, as February 22, 1825, in Hoffman's Catholic
Directory, (1899), Necrology.
16. Defouri, op. cit., p. 154.
17. The Memorial Volume, A History of the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore, NofJember 9-December, 1884, (Baltimore: The Baltimore Publishers, 1885), p. 87; according
to the National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, op. cit., p. 50, the ordination date
was December 20, 185!.
18. Defouri, op. cit., p. 154.
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risen, filling one of the most important offices of the Diocese,
with the well-founded hope of rising still higher in a very few
years. 19

However, Providence had decreed it otherwise, and the
talents and qualities of young Father SaJpointe were going
to be developed in a far away country that needed them more.
The desires he had to further the Kingdom of God on earth
were enthusiastically encouraged by Father Eguillon's description of the Southwest missions. While he was at the
preparatory seminary Father Eguillon explained the object
of his presence in his native country by way of conversation
and in answering the many questions of the professors.
. . . He spoke of the impossibility of the priests of the diocese
of Santa Fe of visiting their congregations even once a month;
of the long distances they had to travel on horseback, almost
daily, in all kinds of weather and, in many instances on roads
infested by hostile Indians. These priests, he said, worked very
hard, and still failed to give a regular administration to the
whole of the faithful entrusted to their care. 20

Impressed by Father Eguillon, Father John Baptist Salpointe and Father Francis Jouvenceau offered to go to New
Mexico, provided they could get the consent of their Bishop,
Along with them went three seminarians, four students and
four Christian Brothers. 21 The travelers left from Le Havre
on August 17, 1859, on board the American steamer, Ariel,
arriving safely in New York on August 31, 1859, In New
York the fifth Christian Brother joined their party, Brother
Agustin. 22
From New York the missionary band went to St. Louis
by train. Taking a boat here they went up the river to Kansas City, at that time only a small village. From Kansas City
to Santa Fe stretched the wide plains inhabited by dangerous
nomadic Indian tribes. Across these plains was the now fa19. Loc. cit.
20. Salpointe, Soldiers of the Cross, op. cit., pp. 210-211.
21. From Mont Ferrand: Benedict Bernard, a subdeacon, Peter Martin, minor orders.
From Reims: John B. Theobald Raverdy, a subdeacon. The Christian Brothers: Brothers
Hilarian, Gondulph, Geramius and Galmier. Of the students only one persevered, Peter
Bernal. Cf. Salpointe. op. cit., p. 211.
22. Loc. cit.

8

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

mous Santa Fe Trail. Under the direction of Father Eguillon,
a caravan was fitted out consisting of three spring wagons
and two wagons which Bishop Lamy had provided for the
luggage. When they were in readiness to start the trek, news
came that the Comanches were on the war-path and that only
large caravans could attempt to go through the desert with
any safety. Therefore, the missionaries waited and decided
to travel with freighters going to New Mexico. 23
In the meantime they pitched their tents and camped outside of Kansas City. In getting organized they had some interesting experiences. One of the important problems was who
was to be cook. The following lines written by Archbishop
Salpointe thirty-five years later, explain how this was solved.
. . . We were notified also that custom required we should·
cook for ourselves. Little by little our situation was made
known to us in definite terms and the present question was of
practical importance. Who amongst us would be daring enough
to offer himself for the culinary administration? Everyone,
it is true, was willing to contribute his share to the necessary
menial labor, but none could state what were his peculiar abilities. The situation looked rather perplexed for a while, but it
was soon made clear and satisfactory to all by a few words
of the Vicar General, who assigned to each one what he should
have to do every day during the journey. Two cooks, bad or
good, were designated, two purveyors of fuel, two of water,
and the other men of the caravan, two by two, were to watch
two hours by turns every night over the safety of the camp and
of the animals. Such were the orders, and they were accepted
without objection. 24

When the caravan was numerous enough to start for
Santa Fe, it was decided to leave from a place called White
House, which was about six miles from the missionaries'
camp. All was packed and made ready to join the large caravan when trouble began. The mules had enjoyed their rest
and did not care to pull the wagons! Except for the two Mexicans that Bishop Lamy had sent from Santa Fe, the others
in the party did not know how to cope with these animals.
Nevertheless, even with the frequent interruptions and stale23. Salpointe, OPt cit.• p. 212.
24. Ibid•• pp. 213-214.
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mates they managed to reach White House. Not daring to
trust themselves to such animals, Father Eguillon returned
to Kansas City and purchased what he thought were four
good mules. The next day the group started out ahead of the
main caravan, which was waiting for a few more wagons, because there was not any danger in the immediate vicinity and
they wanted to accustom their animals to work. 25
Another amusing experience was had when the Vicar
General unpacked the heavy clothing that he had prudently
bought for the trip, It turned cold quickly, but the priest was
prepared. Pulling out two cases, he opened one of them. It
contained "heavy common overcoats for all the men of the
party.26 The other case was filled "with rough monumental
boots."27
, .. Neither coats nor boots had been made to order nor selected to suit any particular size, but all these articles had
the advantage of not being too small for anyone. 28

The next surprise for the missionaries came on the third
morning of their journey. The new mules were missing with
no indication of which direction they had gone. They hoped
that if the mules had returned to Kansas City, the caravan
following them would bring the mules along. This is exactly
what happened only the mules were not returned until after
they had reached Santa Fe. Hitching up some saddle horses
to the wagons, they proceeded towards Santa Fe. A few days
later, the caravan of Mr. Moore, a wealthy merchant of New
Mexico, overtook them and so they completed their journey
under this protection reaching the first settlements of New
Mexico on October 23,1859. 29
Four days later, on October 27, 1859, Father Eguillon and
his valiant group of missioners, having had a realistic taste
of life on the plains, entered the old capital of New Mexico. 30
25. Ibid., pp. 214-215.
26. Ibid., p. 215.
27. Loc. cit.
28. Loc. cit.
Salpointe, op. cit., pp.
30. Ibid., p.
their arrival is also mentioned in the letter of Mother Magdalen
Hayden, S.L., Santa Fe, New Mexico, to a Friend, December 10,
(No.
Loretto
Motherhouse Archives: Loretto, Kentucky).

29.

219;

216-218.

1859,

7/64,
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II. New Mexico, 1859-1866
Bishop Lamy received the tired missionaries and made
them as comfortable as his frugality could permit. At the supper served to them, the conversation was, at first, exclusively
in French. Interrupting, Bishop Lamy said sternly.
Gentlemen, you do not know, it seems, that two languages
only are of necessity here, the Spanish, which is spoken generally by the people of this Territory, and the English, which
is the language of the Government. Make your choice between
the two, for the present, but leave your French parley for the
country you have come from. 1

Among the Brothers in the party there was one who spoke
only English and another who had mastered some Spanish.
But, since neither tried to keep up the conversation, silence
prevailed. Father Salpointe relates, "We then proceeded eating with as little noise as possible, and with a kind of lost
appetite." 2 This did not last long because the Bishop himself
burst into laughter and began speaking in French. Nevertheless, the lesson of Bishop Lamy, that of applying oneself to
the study of the languages, was impressed on all the
newcomers.
Father Salpointe in particular must have had a facility
in grasping languages because a few months later, on February 27, 1860, he applied for membership in the New Mexico
Historical Society.3 In the Minutes of the Society we find
wonderment at this talent.
He spoke no English when they arrived in Santa Fe, October 27, 1869; yet here, exactly four months later, he is asking
membership in the new Historical Society! He was elected at
the March meeting-and had already donated some beautiful
fossils from "EI Rancho de la Luz." 4

1. Salpointe, op. cit., p. 219.

2. Loc. cit.
3. Lansing B. Bloom, ed., "Society Minutes, 1859-1863," NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REXVIII (1943), 286.
4. Ibid., p. 287.

VIEW,
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After becoming acquainted with the characteristics of
Villa Santa Fe, 5 the missioners settled down to their assigned
tasks or missions. The Christian Brothers were given a house
and proceeded to prepare to open classes as soon as circumstances allowed. To Father Salpointe was assigned the task
of taking charge of the young seminarians who had come
from France before completing their classical studies, and
to visit once a week the chapels of the Pecos, Galisteo, and
.
Tesuque pueblos. 6
One year later, Father Salpointe was appointed pastor of
Mora to succeed the Reverend Damazo Taladrid. This was
"one of the most important positions in the diocese." 7 Father
Salpointe left Santa Fe on October 28, 1860, and the following notation of his formally taking over the jurisdiction of
Mora on November 23, 1860, is chronologically inserted in
the burial record of 1860.
EI mismo Dia 23 de
cion de la Mora.

Nbre

recibe el Padre Taladrid juridic-

J. B. Salpointe 8

The parish of Mora comprised the towns and settlements
of Cebolla, Cueva, Agua Negra, Guadalupita, Coyote, Rayado
and Cimarron, all with chapels, except the last three. In 1863,
the parish was enlarged to extend to the rivers Las Animas,
Huerfano and San Carlos, thus making it about two hundred
miles in length from north to south. 9
The Church at Mora was in a ruinous condition and so
the young priest with the help of his people and most of his
savings practically rebuilt it. Looking to the future, even before he had a promise of Sisters to teach, Father Salpointe
turned his attention to the erection of a school.
In the summer of 1863, Bishop Lamy received news from
5. Santa Fe, along with Albuquerque and Santa Cruz enjoyed the distinction of being
called Hla villa," the city. The title of city was given by the Government to the first and
most important Spanish settlements in New Mexico to put them above the level of the
Indian pueblos.
6. Salpointe, op. cit., pp. 221-222.
7. Defouri, op. cit., p. 155.
8. Burial Record-Book B-14, (St. Gertrudis, Mora, New Mexico), A.A.S.F.
9. Salpointe, op. cit., p. 234.
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Denver that Father Machebeuf 10 had met with an accident,
leaving him with a broken leg and little hope for recovery.
He immediately set out from Santa Fe for Denver,u When he
passed through Mora, he asked Father Salpointe to go with
him to Denver. The journey lasted ten days and when they
arrived they found Father Machebeuf on the way to convalescence and most cheerful, although he knew he would be
lame for life. 12
In March, 1864, Father Salpointe, having previously petitioned Mother Magdalen, Superior of the Sisters of Loretto
at the Foot of the Cross in Santa Fe, for teaching Sisters,
made a trip to Santa Fe to obtain the Sisters.
. . . during his [Bishop Lamy's] absence Father Salpointe
from Mora came asking for Sisters for that place. . . . Because of the feast on which they left the Vicar, Fr. Salpointe
and I thought that the house should be named "Convent of the
Annunciation." 13

Father Salpointe and the Sisters Mary Borja, Cecilia and
Ynes arrived in Mora on April 4, 1864,14 The school opened
by the Sisters was only for girls. Therefore, in 1865, Father
Salpointe asked for Christian Brothers to establish a boys'
school. Three Brothers under the direction of Brother Domitian opened St. Mary's College which had an existence of nineteen years. The school was successful from the beginning,15
Great sacrifices were made by all concerned in these early
missions.
10. As Bishop Lamy's Vicar General, Father Machebeuf traveled up and down New
Mexico and Arizona. In October, 1860, he and Reverend J. B. Raverdy, whom Bishop
Lamy had appointed to assist him, were sent to minister in Colorado. The remainder of
their lives was spent in laboring in this area.
On February 5, 1868, the modern states of Colorado and Utah were erected into a
Vicariate Apostolic by the Holy See, and Father Machebeuf was appointed as first Vicar
Apostolic. He Was consecrated bishop in St. Peter's Cathedral, Cincinnati, Ohio, by Archbishop Purcell, on August 16, 1868. On August 16, 1887, the Vicariate was raised to the
status of a diocese. Bishop Macbebeuf died on July 10, 1889.
11. William J. Howlett, Life of Right Reverend Joseph P. Machebeuf, D.D., Pioneer
Priest of Colorado, Vicar Apostolic of Colorado and Utah and First Bishop of Denver,
(Pueblo, Colorado: The Franklin Press, 1908), p. 310.
12. Salpointe, op. cit.• p. 237.
13. Mother Magdalen Hayden, S.L., Santa Fe, New Mexico, to her sister, (Original
in Spanish), September 12, 1864, Loretto Motherhouse Archives, Loretto, Kentucky.
14. Salpointe, loco cit.
15. 75 [sic] Years of Service, 1859-1934, An Historical Sketch of Saint Michael's Colleue, (Santa Fe, New Mexico: Saint Michael's College, 1934), p. 94.
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The Fathers as well as the Sisters were deprived of all
luxuries, and many times even the necessities of life. They
had no bedsteads . . . the food corresponded with the lodging.
It consisted for a whole year of bread and beans. Several times
they did not even have salt.l 6

An amusing incident is told by the Loretto Sisters at
Mora. During a rainy season the water ran freely through the
roof and walls of their adobe building, leaving them without
a dry spot on which to stand or sit. In their distress they
sought the advice and aid of Father Salpointe. Hastening to
his house nearby, great was their astonishment to find him
perched on the window-sill with an umbrella over him, reading his breviary,17 They concluded that his predicament was
as bad as their own.
Conditions at Mora gradually became better. The natives
were taking a more active part in parish life. More children
and, therefore, more families, were being reached through
the schools. The parish was firmly on its feet when, in 1865,
Bishop Lamy asked for volunteers for the shepherdless missions of Arizona.
III. Arizona Days, 1866-84

When Arizona was purchased from Mexico on December
30, 1853,1 it was added to the American Territory of New
Mexico. By decree of the Holy See it was annexed to the Diocese of Santa Fe in 1859. 2 In 1863, it was separated politically, becoming an American territory in its own right. The
ecclesiastical jurisdiction of Arizona, however, still belonged
to the See of Santa Fe. The year 1863 found Arizona without
priests to minister to the people and yet this territory had
16. Annuals of Mora. New Me",ico. Loretto Convent. (Loretto Motherhouse Archives.
Loretto, Kentucky) .
17. Anna C. Minogue. LOTTeto: Annals of the Century. (New York: The America
Press. 1912), pp. 148-149.
1. James Gadsden (1788-1858), United States minister to Mexico and a prominent
Southern railroad man. signed the treaty by which Mexico agreed to sell the large area
now comprising the southern portions of Arizona and New Mexico. The purchase price
was $10,000,000. On the Gadsden Purchase cf. Thomas A. Bailey, A Diplomatic History of
the American People, (4th ed.: New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc.• 1950). p. 279,
and "Gadsden Purchase," Encyclopedia Americana. 12(1950). 217.
2. Cf. Supra. p. 4.
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been one of the first in the New World to have the cross
erected in its soil.
The Franciscan Fathers were the first missionaries who
traversed the area now called Arizona. Two of them 3 left
Mexico in January, 1538, commissioned by the Viceroy, and
went as far as a'large river which they could not cross. The
following year, Fray Marcos de Niza and three other religious joined the military expedition and arrived at the same
river. 4 No missions were established at this time and, therefore, it would seem that these expeditions had for their purpose to ascertain whether the time had come to begin work
among the Indians found there. 5
It was between the years 1687 and 1690 that Arizona's
first mission, Guevavi, was founded by the Jesuit Fathers.
The missions of Tumacacuri, San Xavier, Tubac, Tucson and
others were established successively as circumstances permitted. In 1681, Father Eusebio Kino,6 S.J., was commissioned by his superiors to work f()r the conversion of the
tribes living in the northern portion of the province of Sonora, called Pimerfa Alta.
The above named missions were all founded by Father
Kino. In 1694, Father Kino visited the Pima Indians, who
lived on the Gila River in the vicinity of the "Casas Grandes,"
establishing there two missions. The missionaries pushed
their explorations farther, toward the Gulf of California,
preaching to every tribe on the way. However, the Pimas
unexpectedly rebelled in 1695, and this began a series of
reverses. The death of Father Kino from natural causes occurred in 1711. 7
On November 21, 1751, all the Indian tribes in Pimerfa
Alta, or the northwest part of the province of Sonora, rebelled against their missionaries. The revolt, lasting over
two years, resulted in the death of three of the Jesuit mis3. Fray Juan de la Asuncion and Fray Pedro Nadal. Cf. Salpointe, Soldiers of the Cross,
op. cit., p. 129.
4. From the latitude given by the Fathers for this river, it was the one now known
as the Colorado.
5. Salpoint, op. cit., pp. 129-130.
6. On Kino, S. J., cf. Herbert E. Bolton, Rim of Christendom, A Biooraph'U of Eusebio
Francisco Kino, (New York: Macmillan, 1936).
7. Salpointe, op. cit., pp. 131-132.
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sionaries 8 and the abandonment of all the mission stations
until 1754.
The missionaries again resumed their work in 1754, and
by the year 1762 the Jesuits could number twenty-nine missions in Pimeria Alta. At this period they had no trouble from
the Indians of their missions but they were constantly on the
defense against the attacks of the Apaches, who lived along
almost the entire length of the northern frontier of the province. Another hindrance was the deprivation of the compensation the Jesuit Fathers should have received from the
government. Nevertheless, their work continued until their
expulsion from all Spanish possessions on April 2, 1767. 9
After the suppression of the Jesuits, fourteen Franciscans
from the College of Queretaro were sent to carryon the missionary work. The best known of these was Father Francisco
Garces.
He planned the extension of the missions to the north and
also made contact with the California friars. When his plan
seemed to be maturing in a most satisfactory manner, harsh
treatment by the Spanish soldiers caused a rebe11ion among the
Indians in 1780 that ended only after several missioners had
been put to death, among them Father Garces. Although this
tragedy prevented the extension of the missions, it brought
about a resurgence of faith for some time in the older
missions. lO

The missions prospered under the Franciscan administration and a proof of their success can be seen in the church
they constructed at San Xavier del Bac to replace the old
church built by the Jesuit Fathers.
About the year 1810, the desire for independence from
Spain began to spread throughout the territory of New Spain,
and on September 28, 1821, Mexico gained her independence
from the mother country. The greatest blow to the missions
came when the Franciscans were expelled from the country
by the decree of December 20,1827. This decree and the one
8. Fathers Francisco Xavier Saeta, Enriques Ruen, and Tomas Tello. Cf. Ibid., P. 133.
9. Ibid., pp. 132-139.
10. Roemer, The Catholic Church in the United States, op. cit., p. 24. [Footnote 11
omitted. F.D.R.]
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following it on May 10, 1829, confiscating the property of the
Church, spelled doom for the continuance of the missions.
Most of the Indians, unprotected and without the moral and
material support received from the missions, scattered and
returned gradually to their former Indian life. The only exception was the Indian pueblo at San Xavier. 12
The Arizona missions were not totally abandoned by the
Church. After the expulsion of the Franciscans, priests were
too scarce for the Bishop of Sonora, Mexico, to assign one
for the Arizona missions. He did, however, put the missions
in charge of the parish priests of Magdalena in his diocese of
Sonora. It was a hazardous journey for these priests to visit
Arizona and, therefore, it was the rare occasion that brought
them. When a priest came the people of Tucson had to send
"eighteen to twenty mounted and well armed men" 13 to escort
and protect the priest from Apache attacks. 14
These were the conditions that prevailed in 1859 when
Bishop Lamy sent his Vicar General, Father Machebeuf, to
Arizona to determine the needs of the Catholic population
and the advisability of establishing a mission there. Father
Machebeuf endured the six hundred miles from Santa Fe to
Tucson, one-half of the route being heavily infested with
Apaches. The missionary found that practically all the inhabitants were Catholics and that the majority of the population were in the towns of Tucson, San Xavier del Bac,
Tubac, and Gila City, now Yuma. Since Tucson was the most
important town of the Territory, he chose it for the center
of his labors. 15
The first thing Father Machebeuf accomplished was a trip
to Sonora, Mexico, to see the Bishop of that See. This prelate
transferred to the Vicar General, as representative of the
Bishop of Santa Fe, the entire jurisdiction over the whole of
Arizona. 16
12. Salpointe, op. cit., pp. 180-18l.
13. Ibid., p. 185.
14. L()c. cit.
15. Salpointe, op. cit., pp. 224-226. [The site of Yuma was called Colorado City, not Gila
City which lay about twenty miles upstream from Yuma. Gold was found in 1858 and gave
rise to Gila City which was a ghost town by 1864. Cf. R. K. WylJys, Arizona. Hobson &
Herr, Phoenix, Arizona, 1950. F. D. R.]
16. Ibid., pp. 227-228.
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When Father Machebeuf returned to Arizona, he was kept
busy performing marriages, baptizing and hearing confessions at Tucson, Tubac and San Xavier. A prominent citizen 1 'T
of Tucson gave him a two room house to use for a church
because the old Presidio church was in such a state of ruin
that it was beyond repair. At the San Xavier mission he
found that the Church could still be used for the celebration
of Mass and that the Indians remembered the prayers which
had been taught to them by the Franciscans. The Indian
chief, Jose, gave to Father Machebeuf the sacred vessels 18
he had protected in his house since the expulsion of the
Franciscans. 19
Bishop Lamy requested Father Machebeuf's return and
he arrived in Santa Fe in November, 1859. Although the
Bishop was sending Father Machebeuf to Colorado, he prom.ised that he would send another priest to Arizona as soon as
possible.
After Father Machebeuf, the Arizona missions were
served for about three years by Father Donato Reghieri, who
was killed by the Apaches. 20 The people of Tucson, beingleft
without a priest, sent a petition to Bishop Thaddeus Amat 21
of the Monterey-Los Angeles diocese asking him to send
priests to their area. Bishop Amat sent the appeal for priests
to Bishop Lamy 22 because it was the latter's responsibility.
To solve the problem, Bishop Lamy procured two Jesuits,
Fathers Messea and Bosco, from California for San Xavier
and Tucson, respectively. The stay of the Jesuits was brief,
17. Don Francisco Solano Leon.
18. The objects were: four silver chalices, a gold plated monstrance, two gold cruets
with a silver tray, two small silver candlesticks, two silver censers and a sanctuary carpet.
19. Salpointe, op. cit., PP. 226-227.
20. Sister M. Lucida Savage, C.S.J., The Congregation of St. Joseph of Carondelet, A
Brief Account of Its Origin And Its Work in the United States, (2d ed.; St. Louis: B.
Herder, 1927), p. 249. Further information on Reghieri is lacking.
21. Thaddeus Amat, C.M., was born on December 31, 1811, in Catalonia, Spain. He
joined the Lazarists in Barcelona, January 4, 1832, and was ordained on June 9, 1838 at
Paris by Archbishop Hyacinth Louis Quelen of Paris. Elected to the See of Monterey on
July 29, 1853, he was consecrated, March 12, 1854 at Rome. The title of the See was changed
to Monterey-Los Angeles in 1859. He was interested in particular in the welfare of the
Indians. He died May 12, 1878 in Los Angeles. Cf. Joseph Bernard Code, Dictiona1"lJ of
American Hierarchy, (New York: Longmans, Green, 1940), pp. 6-7.
22. Bishop Amat, Los Angeles, Califomia, to Bishop Lamy, Santa Fe, New Mexico,
1863, (A.A.S.F.).
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however, and, in August, 1864, Bishop Lamy was informed
that they had been recalled. 23
Thus it was that Bishop Lamy asked for volunteers for
the Arizona missions. Because of the dangers of the mission
he did not want to order any priest into the territory. Three
priests volunteered, however, and two were accepted. These
were Father Peter Lassaigne and Father Peter Bernal and
the remaining one who was rejected was Father Salpointe.
He was refused because of the parish projects he was engaged
in at the time which included the building of two schools. The
two volunteers set out for their mission field, completing the
first half of the journey to Arizona by stage without any
difficulty. However, when they reached Las Cruces, the end
of the stage line, they found it impossible, for any amount
of money, to obtain a guide to Tucson. The Apaches were
roaming this area and no one cared to risk his life. After
waiting a number of weeks, the two priests returned to
Santa Fe. 24
One year passed and Bishop Lamy was becoming more
anxious about the portion of his flock that remained without
priests. Although the danger from the Apaches was not lessening, he decided to send Father Salpointe, appointing him
Vicar General for the Arizona Missions. Accompanied by
Fathers Francis Boucard and P. Birmingham, and a school
teacher, Mr. Vincent, he set out for his distant and dangerous
mission on January 6, 1866. Each of the four was supplied
with a saddle horse and they were given a four horse wagon,
driven by a Mexican, to carry their baggage and provisions.
At the request of Bishop Lamy, General Carleton, commander of Fort Marcy at Santa Fe, furnished an escort as
far as Bowie. The journey to Bowie was made in good time
and they arrived on January 24, 1866. The only Indians that
the travelers saw were a few coming towards them on the
seventh day of their journey. Instinctively, the priests, who
were riding a couple of hours ahead of their wagon, galloped
23. Salpointe, op. cit., pp. 240-241.
24. Ibid., p. 241.
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away for their lives, keeping to the trail. The Indians turned
back to the missionaries' great satisfaction. 25
When the missionaries arrived at Fort Bowie, the Major
in charge showed them every courtesy. He suggested that
they wait three days until a freighter would be leaving for
Tucson. It would give the priests added protection to travel
in a large caravan, and the Major also offered to send an
escort of soldiers along with them. This plan was agreed upon
and the delay providentially enabled a dying man, Captain
Tapia from Santa Fe, to receive the Last Sacraments of the
Church from Father Salpointe. 26
On January 27, 1866, the party pulled out crossing barren plains and twining through narrow canyons where some
weeks before travelers had been massacred by the Apaches.
The danger was so great that they did not even light fires
at night. Camps were usually made from one water-hole to
the next unless the distance between them was too great. In
this way, without any mishap, the caravan entered Tucson
about ten o'clock on the morning of February 7,1866. 27
Tucson at this date was a small Mexican town having a
population of about six hundred. There was no church or
priests' residence and so the group of missionaries relied on
the hospitality of the Catholics. One of these, Don Juan Elias,
invited the group to his house and within a few weeks had
purchased with the help of friends a little house and lot near
the place where Father Donato Reghieri, and the Jesuits
after him, had begun to build a church.
( continued)

25. SaJpointe, op. cit., pp. 242-247.
26. Ibid., P. 247
27. Ibid.. pp. 247-248.

APACHE PLUNDER TRAILS SOUTHWARD, 1831-1840

By RALPH A.

SMITH

generations war captives, plunder, and li~estock entered
F
New Mexico from the south, Apache Indians brought them
from "their ranches," as they called the civilized country beOR

low which seemed to exist only to sustain them. How they
gathered and shifted these staples of their commerce northward is a horrendous story of pillage and human suffering. It
is unfamiliar to American readers because no one has dug it
out of masses of Spanish and Mexican records. Using these
sources it is easy to observe the marauders and their operations on the supply end of an atrocious traffic. One can follow
the flow of their booty on through mountain rendezvous and
in and out of Santa Fe, Taos, and Bent's Fort into the broader
channels of the white man's trade. From these marts horses
. and "Spanish" mules frequently reached Missouri, or Arkansas, and even pulled plows beyond the Mississippi.
When Apache raiders crossed the present international
boundary over half a dozen maj or trails laid open to them.
Mexican literature shows that these were the same routes in
the 1830's that their ancestors had used over a century before,
except for the easternmost system. 1 Comanches had recently
usurped it. In the west Coyotero Apaches employed two roads.
Both of these entered Sonora and bore along the Pacific slopes
of the Sierra Madre Occidental. White men called one of them
the "great stealing road." It came out of a sierra in eastern
Arizona, passed over the Gila River upstream from San Carlos Lake, ran down Aravaipa Creek, and turned southward
across the plains of San Pedro Valley. Cutting by present
Bisbee it hit Sonora northwest of Fronteras. This military
post guarded a region dotted with great droves of livestock,
1. For these routes in the early Eighteenth Century see Vita Alessio Robles (ed.),
Nicolas de la Fora's Relaci6n del viaie que hizo a los 'P"'esidios internes situados en la
frontera de la America septentrional perteneciente at rey de Espana. con un liminar
bibliografico II acotaci6nes (1939), Mexico, D. F.: Editorial, Pedro Robredo. 71-75, 80-82,
107·110.
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but its presence did not interfere with Coyotero business
objectives. The trail sprangled out so that warriors going to
the southwest could reach the mines and ranches around
Magdalena on the Alisos River. A fork to the southeast
brought those along the Narcozari within their reach.
Straight ahead their trail led them to the environs of
Hermosillo and Arizpe. Both of these towns had served as
the capital of Sonora; however, Apaches seldom visited them
except for war booty. Over a broad territory they killed men,
grabbed women and children, and rounded up livestock before
hurrying northward. Thousands of hoofs racing along the dry
bed of the Aravaipa chiseled out a road "many yards wide."
Turning at sharp angles it made defense against Mexican pursuit easy. Crippled horses, mules, and cattle and carcasses of
dead ones pointed the direction of their long drives up trail
to the Gila and on to their mountain homes.
The eastern Coyotero road bisected the Gila River farther
up stream. From that river into Sonora it took the same
course that Mexican miltary expeditions came up from Fronteras; but of course the rights of the whites to its use were
secondary to those of the proprietary mountain lords. This
trail lay along San Simon Creek and dropped through an old
Spanish ranch that had thrived in the Sierra de San Bernardino of southeastern Arizona until Apaches decreed its
demise. In the Thirties raiders might stop here to chase cattle
that now roamed the plains as "wild and more dangerous than
buffalo." Deeper south the warriors reached a position from
whence they could strike along the western slopes of the
Sierra Madre, taking either side of the Chihuahua-Sonoran
boundary.
The remaining south-bound arteries of Apache traffic led
to mining towns, domestic Indian villages, ranches, and mustang herds east of the Continental Divide. When lords of the
Sierra Mogollon left their homes on the western margin of
New Mexico they customarily patronized the Copper Road.
It ran southwestward from Santa Rita Copper Mine by Lake
Playas and Animas Peak in present Hidalgo County, New
Mexico. By veering right from the Copper Road, Mogollon
Apaches reached Sonora; but following it they would ap-
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proach Fort Janos about 130 miles from Santa Rita in northwest Chihuahua. This historic road continued through Corralitos and Casas Grandes before bearing southeastward and
intersecting the EI Paso del Norte-Chihuahua City road north
of Encinillas and finally reaching the mint in the capital city.
But instead of turning as it did, the Mogollons usually drove
straight on southward, circuited Janos, and paralleled the
Continental Divide to the Papigochic and Tomochic rivers.
This put them several hundred miles due west of the capital of
Chihuahua. From temporary camps in the Sierra Madre they
launched raids westward into Sonora, or dropped down upon
thriving Mexican and Tarahumara 2 villages along the tributaries of the Yaqui River. The valleys of these streams were
called the "bread basket," the "Garden of Eden," and the
"Paradise" of Chihuahua for very appropriate reasons.
Around them Mogollons also found the best silver mines in
the state at their feet. The Silver Road ran from rich pits
clustering about Jesus Maria (present Ocampo) to Chihuahua City,S and presented opportunities for New Mexican red
skins to quench their lust for blood, captives, livestock, and
plunder. Over it trudged trains of little burros loaded with
bars of filthy lucre. Caravans of pack mules wended through
the mountains bearing merchandise from Pacific ports, 4 and
journeymen travelled in armed parties. A little perusal of
statistics and travelers' journals makes it easy to understand
why the Mogollons established operational quarters in the
Sierra Madre and why don Santiago Kirker would take a position in the mountains near Jesus Maria to assess tribute on
this part of the biggest Mexican department. Known as the
Lord of the Scalp Hunters, Kirker was a friend of the savages
and "the chief of the Apache nation" at this time, the early
Forties. Small bands of Mogollons striking along the Silver
2. EI Lie. Moises T. de la Peiia, "Esayo exonomico y social sobre el pueblo tarahumar," Boleti.. de la Bociedad chihuahue'nBe de eBtudioB hiBtOriCOB, V, num. 1 (abril 20 de
1946), 426-436; Julius Frobel, Aus Amerika, II (1858), Leipzig: J. J. Weber, 259-261.
S. Silvestre Terrazas, -'Mineral. . .que produce mas de 80 milliones. . .en oro,"
Boleti.. de la BOCiedad chihuahuense. •., II, num. 6 (noviembre 15 de 1939), 200-201;
Frobel, Aus Amerika, II, 257-258.
4. Francisco R. Almada, "Los Apaches," Boleti.. de la Bociedad chihuahuense . . ., II,
num. 1 (iunio de 1939), 10; Francisco R. Almada, La rebeUion de tomochic (1938),
Ciudad Chihuahua: Sociedad Chihuahuense de Estudios Historicos, 7.
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Road made life cheap right into the suburbs of the capital city,
while fellow tribesmen fanned out southward and southeastward over the middle and upper RioConchos and its tributaries. At Santa Isabel thirty miles southwest of Chihuahua
City people could hear Apache war drums booming nightly
in the mountains and named them Sierra del Rombar, or
Mountains of the Drum. When one governor passed over the
Silver Road to the Glen of Fresno he ordered that crosses
marking the spots where New Mexican Indians had massacred travelers be burned. According to him, these reminders
of Apache ferocity every few hundred feet made his people
timid. 5 Scores of dispatches relating Mogollon atrocities
poured into the Governor's office yearly. They reached him
from· Janos, Corralitos, Casas Grandes, and Galeana in the
northwest, from Papigochic and Tomochic villages in the
west, from Satev6 and Hidalgo del Parral in the south, from
points along the Silver Road, and from many places between
these. In them one sees why Chihuahua would resort to buying
Apache scalps, and why these areas would become the hair
hunter's paradise. Western Chihuahua developed Mexico's
most enthusiastic galaxy of fleecers, and sent more human
pelts to market than any other region on the continent. The
best known artisans of the hair dresser's craft in America
were either native or adopted sons of this region and specialized in Mogollon crowns. Don Joaquin Terrazas, Jesus Jose
Casavantes, Heremengildo Quintana, Captain Mauricio Corredor, Juan Mata de Ortiz, and Luiz Zuloaga belonged to the
Sierra Madre by birth. Kirker, John Joel Glanton, and Marcus
L. "Long" Webster came from beyond the Great Plains to seek
their fortunes here. At peeling Apache heads they gained
fame and wealth in the Mogollon "ranch" country. Nothing
less than a volume could do justice to anyone of this strenuous
clan of barbers. However, Tarahumaras, or domestic Indians,
of western Chihuahua also would make some of the best hair
hunters ever to chase New Mexican game because of their
prodigious feats as footmen. Accustomed to eighty-mile foot
5. Jose Carlos Chavez, "Clamor de los Papigochic del siglo XVIII por los constantes
ataques de los Apaches," Boletin de IlL sDeiedad ehihuahuenBe ••., I, nfun. 12 (mayo 15 de
1939),399-405; Frobel, Aus Amerika, II, 248-256.
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races up, down, and around sierra slopes, disdaining the
effeminacy of riding, they operated both under their own
chiefs and with such scalp captains as Col. don Joaquin Terrazas. At ferreting Apaches from their mountain dens they
fell in a class with Kirker's Old Apache Company of Delawares and Shawnees. Wearing white pajamas, raw hide sandals, a straw hat, and coarse bi~ck bangs, one was complete
when following Terrazas in the Sixties, Seventies, or
Eighties with a cartridge belt whipped over each shoulder
and crossing in front and behind, a high powered carbine, and
a machete. His Tarahumaras made tough, productive companies, jumping swift, elusive game in the mountains during
summer months and in the valleys during winter.
Thanks to New Mexico's supply of Indians and to such
master hair dressers as Ortiz, Zuloaga, and Kirker, both the
Copper and Silver roads should have been re-christened the
Scalp Hunter's Trail. After the Mountain Indians broke up
mining operations at Santa Rita and around Jesus Maria in
the late Thirties and Forties, and Chihuahua started buying
their crowns, the volume of pelts headed for market constituted one of the most valuable cargos to pass over these roads.
Because of the heavy drafts for payment to scalp hunters, it
must be conceded that Mogollon hair contributed as much to
keeping Chihuahua bankrupt as that of any tribe. But other
Apaches left .wool down country too, especially Mimbrefios.
When they set out to their "ranches" they descended the
Copper Road into present Chihuahua before breaking off to
their left. Pouring through the Glen of San Joaquin they hit
the Casas Grandes River down stream, or north of Janos.
Breaking through San Miguel Pass in the neighborhood of
present San Pedro, they skirted the rough, tall Sierra de la
Escondida on their right. After entering the Pass of Las
Minas and crossing the Santa Maria River north of its big
loop, they traversed San Buenaventura Valley northeast of
Galeana. Leaving the Laguna de la Vieja on their left they
rejoined the Copper Road and descended Ruiz Valley through
the Pass of Tinaja to the Hill of EI Chile. These place names
may confuse American readers today, but for many decades
they were commonplace in the jargon of scalp hunters and
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others who had experiences with New Mexican Indians in
Chihuahua. To the hair dressers especially they signified a
land abounding in human fur. Five leagues east of EI Chile
was EI Carmen, the seat of a big ranch on the Carmen River.
It bears the name of Richard Flores Mag6n today. Apaches
connected this estate with the history of New Mexico repeatedly. Belief prevails south of the border that a peon
child kidnapped here grew up to become New Mexico's famous
Apache Napoleon, Victorio. 6 Mexican tradition places the capture of another white boy in this vicinity. He became the
notorious Apache chief, Costelles (Sacks), also infamous in
the history of the same state. Just west of EI Carmen among
lagoons and springs John Glanton and his outlaw band of
professional hair raisers found good fleecing among New
Mexican savages in mid-century. Here Mimbreiios mapped
their campaigns and sometimes before pushing deeper into
Chihuahua met still other New Mexican natives who had
loped their ponies down still different trails. These invaders
were Warm Springs and Natage Apaches.
When Warm Springs Apaches set out southward to steal,
they came down the Mimbres Valley to the lake region of
northern Chihuahua. The main lagoons here were de Guzman,
de Santa Maria, and de Patos. They figured much in the story
of New Mexico's Indians also, especially for holding rendezvous and because of their droves of wild mustangs and surrounding ranches with domestic stock. Of course, like the area
west of EI Carmen, this meant opportunities for professional
hair dressers also. The Warm Springs Apaches drove on to
El Ojo del Apache, or Apache Spring, in a marshy region
about fifteen miles west of Fort Carrizal. They might rendezvous here with Natages and push on southward with them to
join the Mimbreiios west of EI Carmen.
The Natages lived along the Rio Grande and crossed that
River below El Paso del Norte at San Elezario. Passing over
the Llano de los Castillos, they raided ranches along the way,
6. Manuel Romero, "Victor' el Apache que creo mi madre era hUo gran jefe de
los Apaohes 'Viotorio' ", B()letin de la socieclad chihuahuen8e .•., VI, num. 8 (enero y
febrero de 1951), 509-513; Jose Carlos Chavez, "Extencion de los Apaches," Boletin de
la sociedad ehihuahuense ..., I, num. 10 (marzo 15 de 1939), 340n; Jose Fuentes Mares,
'" Y Me.neo 8e re!ugie> en el desierte> (1954), Mexico, D. F.: Editorial Jus, S. A., 148.
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joined other tribes in a common rendezvous, and split into
small parties for working the land southward in detail. In
all of the great space north of Chihuahua City, they found a
country much less arid than it is today. It abounded in livestock until Apaches cleaned it out. If they went straight southward from the vicinity of EI Carmen, they took the Rio Santa
Clara Valley, or followed the 107th parallel, to such river
ranches as San Lorenzo, Santa Clara, and La Quemada. Still
farther south they found more ranches, livestock, and people
around the two big lagoons known as don Antonio del Castillo
and as Bustillo west of Chihuahua City.
Eastward from their big rendezvous grounds the invaders
frequently crossed the Carmen River, passed under the
friendly Sierra de los Arados on their left, and took the valley
between Las Varas and EI Plan de Alamos, two more sierra
allies, to the EI Paso-Chihuahua City Road. This put them immediately below Gallegos and west of Tres Castillos, where
Col. Terrazas and his scalp hunters trapped Victorio in 1880,
and Captain Mauricio Corredor raised his $2,000 crown. Moving southward Apaches would make one, or more, seasonal
calls by Encinillas. This feudal barony constituted the largest
and best known ranch system in all Chihuahua and therefore
one of the most visited. From the peaks of the long sierra on
each side of it, native scouts looked down upon its twenty mile
long lagoon and the villa at its southern tip. They kept every
thing that moved over the valley under observation. Multiple
times they ran off horses and mules, left the valley dotted with
dead cattle, speared hundreds of sheep for sport, and swept
away captives. Moving on they would plague dozens of ranch
settlements and run off livestock herds north, east, and west
of the capital. Sometimes New Mexican Apaches would work
with kinsmen from Texas.
These were Mescalero Apaches. They lived in mountains
east of the Rio Grande from the Sierra Blanca toward the
Big Bend. They crossed the river into eastern Chihuahua by
the Pass of EI Morri6n at Dolores, or elsewhere, and often
made for a sierra between Gallegos and Agua Nueva. Both of
these places were on the EI Paso-Chihuahua City Road about
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fifty miles north of the capital. Agua Nueva was the headquarters of the estate of don Estanislao Porras. He was one of
the wealthiest ranchers and merchants of Chihuahua and ran
as many as 36,000 head of cattle on his ranch when Apaches
permitted. Because they stole and killed his livestock, kidnapped his servants, robbed his merchant trains, and used
his sierra to plan their raids, he had become one of the main
patrons of a "well known American" called the "King of New
Mexico." This was don Santiago Kirker who led the best hair
dressing outfit ever assembled on this continent. North of
Agua Nueva, Mescaleros made Gallegos and the EI Paso-Chihuahua City Road crossing at Chavito Creek very dangerous
for travelers. In the Forties, Gomez was a Mescalero chief
who made his name one of the most terrifying words that
Mexican ears ever heard in this area. He too had been a captured Mexican child. When Chihuahua posted a thousand dollar prize for his scalp and American hair hunters chased him
over the land like blood hounds, he promptly offered the same
amount for each Mexican and American pelt brought to him.
Mescaleros moving down the broad valley from Agua
Nueva, visited the herds of Encinillas and passed through EI
Venado and then the Pass of Hormigas at the town of Hormigas. This put them at the Chaco Grande, a large swampy
depression in a spacious valley northeast of the capital. Here
they expected to find herds of cattle, horses, and mules. In
their path along the perimeter northeast to southeast of Chihuahua City were EI Torreon ranch, the mining town of
Aldama, San Diego on the Chuvlscar River, and Santa Clara,
Julimes, and other places on the Rio Conchos. Near the south
end of this arc they frequently waylaid people and struck
them down on the road from the capital to Santa Eulalia.
This was a rich mine that disgorged silver to pay hair
hunters for bringing in green pelts and to build the splendid cathedral in the capital 6 where New Mexican Indian
scalps went on display as somber reminders to enemies of
church and state. Withdrawing northward, booty-laden
raiders would rendezvous with captives and stolen animals
6a. "Construcci6n de

]a

iglesia de esta ciudad y la de Santa Eulalia," Boletin de la

80ciedad chihuahue'fUJe • ••, VII, nutn. 6 (novietnbre de 19"50). 472.
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again, then push homeward over their respective routes, in
every case sheltered by the sierras.
In the Thirties certain Mescalero sub-tribes drifted into
the Big Bend mountains where Lipan Apaches lived. When
General Nicolas de la Fora inspected the northern frontier of
New Spain about the mid-Eighteenth Century and described
Apache invasion routes, he gave most space to the Lipan plunder trails. They came out of the Big Bend and spread over
eastern Chihuahua to the Conchos River and into northern
Durango and western Coahuila. During the Thirties the name
of the Mescaleros replaced that of the Lipans in records as
Apache representatives in this area. By the Forties it too was
disappearing from reports out of the old Lipan raiding zone.
Amity and trade treaties that American commissioners made
with South Plains Indians in the middle Thirties partly explain this. The Plains nomads stepped up their raids in the
Lipan preserve; shortly they had excluded their Apache
enemies from it. However, when Apaches left the Big Bend
and the mountains east of the Rio Grande,they might cross
the River at Lajitas if they intended to strike the villages
along the Conchos, or near Chihuahua City. At other times
they used ElVado de Chisos, or "The Grand Chisos Crossing,"
at the point where the Chihuahua-Coahuilan boundary
touches the Rio Grande. This took them to Mexican settlements around the Bolson de Mapimi, a wild plateau land in
eastern Chihuahua, northern Durango, and western Coahuila; but the Lajitas and Chisos fords became almost
Comanche monopolies. By 1840 the Rio Conchos had very
definitely become the dividing line between Apache and
Comanche plunder lands in Mexico, with of course some overlapping. While Apaches operated from the Conchos westward
to fhe Pacific, Comanches and Kiowas gleaned the country
eastward to the Gulf of Mexico and southward across the
Tropic of Cancer. Besides giving the direction of Apache incursions, Mexican records also reveal the art of their welfare.
First, the Apaches were mountain people. Like Scotch
Highlanders they preyed upon people and herds below. Regardless of the way they went they made full use of the
sierras, which were their best allies. Whether advancing, or
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retreating, they operated from one mountain chain to another.
As individuals they were among history's best soldiers. A
warrior at fourteen fought as well as one forty. This explains
why Mexican states paid the same price for the scalp of each.
At camouflaging himself beside a road, using boulders for concealment, and striking unsuspecting Mexicans the Apaches
had few equals.7 Rattle snake venom on the tip of his arrow
made one more dangerous. To get this deadly poison Indians
ensnared reptiles with poles and fishing nets. Placing a piece
of animal liver on a stick, they let a serpent strike it. Then
they buried the meat in humid earth for a few days "to ripen,"
After taking it up, warriors rubbed their points on it for the
toxin. When one of the arrows pierced a victim he usually
died within half an hour suffering all of the agonies that accompanied a rattle snake bite. 8 To defend themselves against
poison arrows of New Mexican savages, and from American
rifles in the hands of South Plains nomads, the Mexican people
were very poorly equipped.
Their literature bulges in heart breaking stories of wood
cutters slain in the forests, shepherds shot down in pastures,
workmen cut up in fields, travelers left along the roads bristling with arrows, and settlers slumped in doorways of their
mud, straw, and stick huts. Still more pathetic were the tales
of women and children dragged off into captivity,9 These
female prisoners were often bought by the gentry of Rio
Grande settlements, or at Santa Fe, Bent's, and Taos, in common with Navajo, Ute, and other captive Indian maidens. The
disinterest of some Mexicans in the misfortune of fellow citizens did not stop here. These joined Apaches and Comanches
in raids and brought captives from Sonora, Chihuahua, Nuevo
Leon, Durango, San Luis Potosi, Zacatecas, and Tamaulipas,
or they might go slaving to the Navajo lands, or to the Indian
7. Francisco R. Almada, "Sucesos y recuerdos de la independencia en Chihuahua,"
Boletin de la Boeiedad ehihuahuense ••., V, num. 5 (junio y julio de 1944), 185-186;
Alberto Terrazas Valdez, "EI salvajismo Apache en Chihuahua," Boletin de la Boeiedad
ehihuahuenee . .•, VII, num, 1 (enero y febrero de 1950), 372-374.
8. Ignacio Emilio Elias, "EI terrible veneo tactica guerrera de los indios apaches,·'
Boletin de la Boeiedad ehihuahuense .• " VII, num.· 2 (marzo y abril de 1950), 392-393.
9. JesUs J. Lozano (ed.), Emilio Lamberg's "Vida y costumbres de los indios ealvajes que habitan el estado de Chihuahua mediados del siglo XIX," septiembre 27 de
1851, Boletin de la Boeiedad ehihuahuenee . .., VI, num. 9 (agosto de 1949). 275.
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tribes as far northward as around the Great Salt Lake. Both
national and state governments failed to protect the people
and even censured them for undertaking unauthorized expeditions. They called it meddling in affairs that properly belonged to the military.lO When civilian governors hired
professional scalp hunters to go after Indian hair jealousy
appeared among the military also. After South Plains Indians
began trading with Americans and Reservation Indians, these
nomads came down upon the descendants of Cortes with
weapons more effective than those of the Apaches. Since Mexican dictators forbade the people to keep arms, their civilized
subjects had to improvise bows, arrows, lances, knives, slings,
and lariats to fend against poisoned arrows and high powered
carbines. Occasionally they possessed a few old rusty guns
like their ancestors had used more than a century before. l l
These Indians rode the best horses that the Mexican cavaliers
raised; if the soldiers rode it was on burros, or poor ponies.
Finally moved to action on May 5, 1831, against these
stubborn red skins, the Mexican President appointed Col.
Jose Joaquin Calvo as Commandant General and Inspector
of the State of Chihuahua and the Territory of New Mexico.
Don Jose was a Cuban born creole of exceptional military,
administrative, and educational attainments, but he had never
met problems like the New Mexican Indians posed. On October 16 he declared war on Apaches and promised special pay
for volunteers to fight them. 12 Twenty-nine chieftains entered
a treaty with him at Santa Rita. They accepted a division of
their country into zones. Recognizing three chiefs as "generals" he placed each over a "reservation" with promises of
rations for their people. General Juan Jose Compa became
head of the first with headquarters at the village of Janos,
and General Fuerte of the second. General Aquien headed
the Gila River area. However, the treaty failed to define their
administrative powers adequately; but even if it had the governments of neighboring states would have ignored them.
10. Frobel, AILS Amerika, II, 214.
11. Robles (ed.), La Fora'B Relacion del viaie que hizo a los presidios . .., 102.
12. Francisco R. Almada, uLa comandancia general de provincias internas." It nnm.
2 (junio de 1938), 40, y "GobernadoB del estado: X.-GraI. J OBe Joaquin Calvo," II,
numB. 8 y 9 (enero y febrero de 1940), 299, en Boletin de la sociedad chihuahuense. .•.
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Likewise Governor Isidro Madero's orders to political chiefs
of the cantons to see that the people arm themselves for defense achieved nothing. Neither did the efforts of his successor, Col. Simon Elfas Gonzalez. The failure of the Mexicans
to provide allowances and rations led to frequent Apache
raids from 1833 through 1835. 13
Early in January, 1833, Juan Jose sent his warriors
storming out of their "reservation." Soon raiders of other
chiefs swarmed over Sonora and Chihuahua also. 14 The Mexicans scored a slight victory over them on July 23, 1834, and
Captain don Jose Maria Ronquillo and don Alejandro Ramirez, the political chief of EI Paso del Norte, made a treaty
with seven Comanche chiefs. The Mexicans followed the
familiar strategy here of trying to play Comanches against
Apaches. As an expediency to strengthen the Mexican defense
position, the legislative body of Chihuahua turned over the
governor's powers to Calvo on September 18. 15 He instituted
the death penalty for soldiers who turned their backs upon
the Indians in war on December 19. 16 But Apaches and Comanches made the people of northern Mexico pay dearly.
Bands of three or four hit almost within the suburbs of the
capital city. Mogollons were over 400 miles from their homes
when they raided the ranch of Animas and took many captives
in the district of.Hidalgo del Parral on the border of Durango.l1 Areas as far apart as EI Paso del Norte, Galeana,
Aldama, and EI Carmen, north of the capital, and Rosales on
the middle Conchos south of it took on the appearance of'
famine-stricken deserts. Coyoteros and Mimbrefios joined
rebellious Yaqui, Opatas, and Seris. They razed Sonora as far
13. Almada, "Los Apaches," Boletin de La sociedad chihuahuense • . ., II, Dum. 1
(iunio de 1939), 9.
14. Francisco R. Almada, Diccionario de historia, geograjia y biograjia sonorense,
(1952), Ciudad Chihuahua, Chi., 73; Almada, "Gobernadores de estado: X.-Gral. Jose
Joaquin Calvo," Bolotin de La sociedad chihuahuense .••, II, nums. 8 y 9 (enero y
febrero de 1940), 299.
15. Enrique Gonzalez Flores, Chihuahua de La independencia a La revolucion (1949),
Mexico, D. F.: Ediciones Botas, 56-57; Almada, "Los Apaches," II, Dum. 1 (junio de
1939),9, y "Gobernadores del estado: X.-Gral. Jose Joaquin Calvo," II, nums. 8 y 9
(enero y febrero de 1940), 299, 325, y Chavez, "Extincion de los Apaches," r, num. 10
(marzo 15 de 1939), 336, todos en Boletin de la BOciedad chihuahuense . . . .
16. Mares, ••• Y Mexico 8e refugio en el desierto, 137.
17. Almada, "Los Apaches," Boletin de La sociedad chihuahuense • . ., II, Dum. 1
(Junio de 1939), 9.
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as Hermosillo and Arizpe and left scores of ranches and towns
deserted.
Encouraged by Apache impunity, American treaties, and
new markets Comanches stepped up their raids. Mexicans
complained about Americans along the Arkansas, at Taos,
Bent's Fort, and Torrey's trading post on the Brazos who paid
them with rifles, knives, and hoop-iron to make into arrows
and lance points for captives, plunder, mules, and horses that
they had stolen below the Rio Grande. Reports said that six
to seven hundred Comanches entered Chihuahua in May,
1835, and put the total for the year at 800. 18 Officials of Chihuahua, which included New Mexico, had cause for alarm at
rumors that Apaches and Comanches would combine and give
the land a thorough cleaning. Calvo set out for Presidio del
Norte, present Ojinaga, on the Rio Grande in June with an
army of regulars and volunteers.19 But his abortive campaign
did no more than to provoke furious, sporadic Apache and
Comanche raids. At Yep6mera, near the Papigochic, MogolIons killed forty-two persons. 20
In despair Sonora returned to the old Spanish policy of
buying Indian scalps and ears on September 7, 1835. Its Governor would pay one hundred pesos for the locks of a warrior
fourteen, or older. A silver peso had the same purchasing
power as a dollar in the American West. The new plan allowed
scalp hunters to keep plunder and livestock that they took
from the natives. 21 Some time elapsed before it produced
noticeable results. Meanwhile, politicans seemed to conspire
with the savages against their own people. President Santa
Anna set aside the Constitution in October and initiated one
of the sickest, most chaotic decades in Mexican history.
Among the few to gain from the weaknesses of the country
IS. Revista Ojicial, periodico del gobierno del departamento de Chihuahua (Ciudad
Chihuahua, Chi.), II, num. 42, octubre 15 de 1844.
19. Francisco R. Almada, "Gobernadores del estado: Xi.-Lic. Jose Ma. de EchavalTa," Boletin de la sociedad ehihuahuense ..., II, num. 12 (julio de 1940), 364.
20. Almada, "Los Apaches," II, num. 1 (junio de 1939), 10, y "Gobernadores del
estado: XVI.-D. Pedro Olivares," III, nums. 1-3 (octubre-diciembre de 1940), 394,
Boletin de la soeiedad chihuahuense . . . .
21. Georg Friedrici, Skalpieren und iihnliehe Kriegesgebriiuche in Amerika (1906),
Braunschweig: Druck und Verlag von Friedrich Vieweg und Sohn, 56; Alonso Toro,
Historia de Mexieo (1951), Mexico, D. F.: Editorial Patria, 421-424; Almada, Diedonario de historia, geo!lrajia 11 bio!lrajia sonorenses, 74.
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were those who met Apaches and Comanches after raids and
bought their bargains. Calvo gave 1836 over to proclaiming
Santa Anna's new organic laws that shackled the people
in a pitiless thraldom, and to playing at defending his
department from too many New Mexican, Arizona, and Texas
barbarians. 22
One step that his government took was to organize a civil
militia of two and a half companies under the name of Defenders of the State. The Governor sent one company to reenforce Fort Carrizal south ofEl Paso del Norte against the
Warm Springs and Natage plunder roads. The second went
to Fort Janos and the half company to Casas Grandes to
watch the Mogollons and Mimbrefios. Calvo's government
also had its people organize a Rural Police to help restrain
the red peril. On March 19, 1836, it created a Council of
Auxiliaries to aid Calvo in the "anguishing circumstances"
of confronting Indians and Yankees who were about to take
the Republic apart from the Sabine River in Texas to the
Pacific. Don Estevan Curcier was its secretary and also a man
known to New Mexican history. He and Robert McKnight
operated the Santa Rita copper mine and had beGome the copper kings of Chihuahua and New Mexico. The Council should
keep 100 men ranging the country around the capital. Hidalgo
del ParraI applied this plan in southern Chihuahua against
the Mogollons, and other districts followed its example.23 But
the Defenders, Rural Police, Auxiliaries, and presidial
soldiers could not stop the plague of human scorpions that
came out of the rocky sierras of New Mexico and infested
their country. In 1837 Chihuahua received a suggestion on
Indian relations from Sonora.
On April 22, James Johnson of Kentucky spread gifts for
the band of Chief Juan Jose Compa and enticed women, children, and warriors before a concealed cannon loaded with
scrap iron. When he touched the fuse with his cigar, the metal
22. Gonzalez Flores, Chihuahua de la independeneia a la revolueion, 57-61; Almada,
"Gobernadores del estado: X.-Gral. D. Jose Joaquin Calvo," nums. 8 y 9 (enero y
febrero de 1940), 325, y "Gobernadores del estado: XL-Lie. Jose Ma. Echavarra," num.
12 (julio de 1940), Bolotin de la soeiedad ehihuahuense . • ., n.
23. Almada, "Los Apaches," Bolotin de la soeiedad ehihuahuense .. " n, num. 1 (junio
de 1939).10.
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cut down scores. His men fell upon others with knives, while
he shot the Chief dead with a pistol. American records vary
on the total number killed and scalped, ranging upward to
over four hundred, and give different times and places for
this significant piece of treachery. It is necessary to go to an
account in Spanish to establish the date and to confirm that
it occurred near the Silver Road in the Sierra de Animas and
not at Santa Rita. Though Governor don Escalante y Arvizu
of Sonora had promised Johnson a big prize for Juan's scalp
and the regular price for the pelts of his tribesmen, it is
doubtful that he collected anything for his scheme. 24 His
greatest success came in blasting away a decade of friendly
American-Apache relations and blowing in half a century of
warfare between the two nations. This costly conflict dragged
on until Col. Terrazas gathered $17,250 worth of hair from
sixty-two Warm Springs warriors and $10,200 worth of captives at Tres Castillos in October, 1880,25 and Mexicans took
the head of the young Apache chieftain, Talline, in 1885,26
and Geronimo paced the floor at Fort Sill.
Apaches stopped the traffic on the Silver Road and broke
up the mining operations of McKnight and Curcier, already
hit by a measure of the government in February that reduced
the value of copper money in circulation. 27 Chihuahua joined
Sonora with a sliding scale for Apache hair, beginning with
one hundred dollars for the forelocks of a warrior fourteen,
or above. The pelt of a squaw would bring half as much.
Under the old border theory that "nits breed lice" the Governor would pay twenty-five dollars for the scalp of a child of
either sex under fourteen. Contrasting these wages and the
abundance of black hair on the heads of Apaches, Comanches,
Navajos, and Utes with opportunities in panic stricken
United States in 1837, teamsters and wagon guards saw new
24. Almada. Dicci<mario de historia. geografia y biografia sonarenses, 74, 248, 500.
581.
25. Jose Carlos Chavez, "Extincion de los Apaches," Boletin de la sociedad chihuahuense de estudios historicos. I, nnm. 11 (abril 15 de 1939). 365; HEl Indio ·Victorio·...
Boletin de la sociedad chihuahuense ••., V, nnm. 6 (agosto 20 de 1944).219.
26. Jose Carlos Chavez, "Indio Ju." Boletin de la sosiedad chihuahuense •.•, I. nnm.
11 (abriI15 de 1939),377.
27. Almada, "Gobernadores del estado: X.-GraI. Jose Joaquin Calvo." Boleti..
de la sociedad chihuahuense ••., II, nnms. 8 y 9 (enero y febrero 15 de 1940), 325.
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reasons for seeking their fortunes below the Rio Grande.
Striking an Indian village before dawn was like finding a pot
of gold. Overnight scalp "mining" became a quicker way to
wealth than digging in hard ground and much more honorific.
Not overlooked by the scalp hunters were many domestic
Tarahumaras, Seris, Opatas, and Pimas and peons. Trophies
were counted as hunters flung them down for tallying at
municipal halls, where the governing councils inspected, verified, and displayed them according to law and issued warrants
redeemable at the state treasury. Chihuahua's law also
allowed hunters to keep plunder and animals taken from
Indians. None did better in the "industry" as Mexican writers
have called the hair hunting business than don Santiago
Kirker.
He was a former employee of McKnight and felt honor
bound to go to the relief of his friend. The Scalp Captain hit
an Apache village west of Socorro with his "little army" of
twenty-three Delawares, Shawnees, and border adventurers.
They returned with fifty-five scalps, nine prisoners, and four
hundred head of livestock. He became a hero overnight. His
fame reached Calvo who was still in "anguishing circumstances." The Governor invited him to the capital. They
entered a deal for him to raise his "volunteer corps" to fifty
men and to go after Indian hair in earnest. 28
Little more than Kirker and his Old Apache Company
stood between the citizens and savages after troops were
transferred from northern Mexico to meet French and Spanish threats of invasion in the late Thirties. Apaches from Arizona, New Mexico, and mountains east of the Rio Grande kept
up their sneak attacks in and out of season, and South Plains
warriors made each year progressively worse on through the
Forties; but they paid the Lord of the Scalp Hunters in hair
for their mischief. Kirker could have accomplished more
against them with better co-operation from the government
and less jealousy from the military. Calvo's government ended
on the last day of February, 1838. Don Santiago's agreement
28. Almada, "Gobernadores del estado: X.-Gral. Jose Joaquin Calvo," II, nums.
8 y 9 (enero y febrero de 1940), 299, 325, y "Gobernadores del estado: XV.-Lic. D. Jose
Ma. Irigoyen de la 0," III, nums. 1-3 (octubre-diciembre de 1940), 392, Boletin de /0,
sociedad chihuahuense ••. ; Frobel, Aus Amerika. II, 219-220.
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expired also, but Indian visits continued. On November 15,
Lt. Col. Jose Ignacio Ronquillo confirmed peace in EI Paso del
Norte with Mimbreiio chieftains: Mancisco, Yescas, Cristobal, and Cigarrito ; 29 but the general picture became worse.
By the summer of 1839 don J ase Maria de Irigoyen was
the civilian governor of Chihuahua. 30 He saw little hope of
relief from the New Mexican savages save turning to the
Scalp Lord again. For $100,000, five thousand to start on,
Kirker would increase his company to 150 American riflemen
and fifty Mexicans, whip the Apaches, bring them to a permanent treaty, and teach the Comanches a lesson. He paid each
man one dollar per day and allowed him one-half of the booty
that he took. His new recruits were mostly daring Missouri
and Kentucky teamsters and speculators whom Dona Gertrudes Barcelo had ruined at monte bank in Sante Fe. Kirker's
fierce attacks with his Old Apache Company literally paralyzed Indian bands much larger than his own "army." He
hemmed up a band of Apache raiders on September 5
at Ranchos de Taos, and while they tried to burst into the
church sanctuary his hair raisers butchered forty around
the building.
On the eighteenth don Jose Maria Irigoyen de la 0 31 took
over as governor. His action of employing Kirker and his company without the permission of Lt. Col. Cayetano Justiniani
riled the Colonel. He was the Commandant General of the
Department. J ustiniani started an exchange of hot notes with
Irigoyen de la O. The Commander demanded information
from the Governor about an Apache attack upon a caravan
between EI Paso del Norte and Chihuahua City, and ordered
de la 0 to turn over to him Kirker and his company and also
the Defenders of the State.
When New Mexican Apaches raided the Labor de Dolores
about fifty miles west of Chihuahua City, de la 0 urged an
29. Almada, "Los Apaches," Boletin de Uz. sociedad chihuahuense de estudios histor;cos, II, num. 1 (jnnio de 1939),11.
30. Almada, "Gobernadores del estado: XIV.-D. Jose Ma. de Irigoyen," Boletin
de Uz. sociedad chihuahuense •.., III, nums. 1-3 (octnbre-diciembre de 1940), 390-391.
31. Almada, "Gobernadores del estado: XV.-Lic. D. Jose Ma. Irigoyen de la 0,"

Boletin de Uz. sociedad chihuahuense •••, III, nums. 1-3 (octnbre-diciembre de 1940), 392.
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official castigation of Justiniani. The savages came within a
league of the capital. De la 0 mobilized the Defenders. This
situation embarrassed Justiniani because he had no disposable troops; however, he did deliver an insulting duel challenge to the Governor in person. But this was not the only
occasion that New Mexican Indians contributed to the heat of
domestic politics in the departments to the south. Finally, on
December 13, J ustiniana relinquished his command to Lt. Col.
J ase Maria Ronquillo. Soon thereafter the Governor renewed
Kirker's contract for four months. 32 Early in February don
Santiago was on the prowl for hair south of the capital with
six or seven of his Delawares and Shawnees. He encountered
a band of Apaches and took fifteen scalps and twenty
prisoners.
Even with such spectacular success against the New
Mexican savages barracks lords charged that he profiteered
on the miseries of the people. 33 On May 12, General don Francisco Garcia Conde arrived in Chihuahua City from Durango.
He brought 600 horses for mounting departmental troops and
assumed command of all military activities. The death of de
la 0 two days later ended civilian control of the governorship.
Conde took over civilian authority on July 6. Born at Arizpe,
Sonora, in 1804, don Francisco was the son of General Alejo
Garcia Conde, former commander of the Interior Provinces
of the West. He had known frontier problems from childhood.
At times he had served as a deputy to the Mexican Congress,
headed the Mexican Military College, and had been Secretary
of War and Navy, but he misjudged the Apache menace. His
first act forbade an extension of Kirker's contract "through
grave consideration for the exchequer." He called the agreement a dishonorable, unpatriotic deal for the government to
put military campaigns and plannings in the hands of an
alien. Don Santiago retired from the scene, while Conde vis32. Almada, "Los Apaches," II, num. 1 (iunio de 1939), 10, "Gobernadores del
estado: XV.-Lic. D. Jose Ma. Irigoyen de la 0," III, nums. 1-3 (octubre-diciembre de
1940), 392-393, y "Gobernadores del estado: XXIV.-Coronel Cayetano Justiniani,"
IV, num. 5 (octubre 20 de 1942), 171, todos en Boletin de la 80ciedad chihuahue'nSe •.• ;
Gonzalez Flores, Chihuahua de la independencia a la revolucion, 89.
33. Almada, "Los Apaches," Boletin de la 80Ciedad chihuahue'n8e •••, II, num. 1
(junio de 1939),10.
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ited, reorganized, and strengthened the frontier defenses. 34
But the Governor's action had little effect on the Mountain and
Plains Indians frolicking over the land, ridiculing Mexican
soldiers, and kicking up havoc across thousands of square
miles. When Apaches returned to New Mexico they carried
much plunder and drove many head of bargain-price livestock. 35 Comanches too hit the departments hard in 1840. As
Conde dropped the Scalp Lord, Durango seized upon the
bounty system. On July 27, the departmental council authorized Governor Miguel Zubirle to pay upon tangible evidence
ten dollars for each Indian apprehended, killed, beheaded, or
scalped.30
The Mexicans collected scalps here and there; 37 but nobody
hit the New Mexican Indians during the rest of 1840 like don
Santiago Kirker had blasted them and would many times
more after Governor Conde had learned what he should have
already known. This simple fact was that the Lord of the
Scalp Hunters gathered hair where ragged Mexican soldiers
lost their own, or stirred the dust with their heels.
El Sonorense, the official periodical of the government of
Sonora, October 1, pictured this province at the hands of
Apaches as a house without doors, walls, or even a stick fence
around it. Its northern frontier had vanished. Those settlers
still living there had despaired of receiving protection and
were abandoning their hearths, Captain don Antonio Narbona Jr. was planning to direct the exodus. Part of it had
34. Gonzalez Flores, Chihuahua de la independencia a la revolucion, 64; Almada,
HLa comandancia general de provincias internas," I, num. 2 (jnnio de 1938), 41, uLos
Apaches," II, num. 1 (junio de 1939),10, y num. 6 (noviemhre 15 de 1939),226, "Gohernadores del estado: XV.-Lic. D. Jose Ma. Irigoyen de la 0," III, nums. 1-3 (octubrediciembre de 1940), 393, "Gobernadores del estado: XVII.-Gral. D. Francisco Garcia
Conde," III, nums. 1-3 (octubre-diciembre de 1940), 394-396, y "Gobernadores del estado:
XXIV.-Coronel Cayetano Justiniani," IV. nUm. (5 octubre 20 de 1942), 171, todos en
Boletin de la sociedad chihuahuense . . . •
35. Students of Southwestern history are familiar with the oft-quoted report of Dr.
Josiah Gregg that he saw carts of goods leaving Santa Fe to be traded to Indians who
had returned from the south, and that even the Governor had an interest in them.
36. El Registro Ojicial. periodico del gobierno del estado de Durango (Victoria de
Durango. Durango). IX, num. 781. octubre 18 de 1849.
37. Gregg reported seeing a detachment of Mexican horsemen approaching the
Governor's palace in Chihuahua City about this time. The commander bore a fresh scalp
on the top of his lance. He waved it high in "exultation of his exploit." While pursuing
a band of Apaches. the soldiers had discovered a squaw lagging far behind in an effort
to bear away her infant. The cavalryman had killed her and taken her scalp. Her baby
"died" soon after its capture.
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headed southward and part toward California. Life at night
on the streets of such border towns as Bacoachi, or at the post
of Fronteras, counted for little. Indian arrows and knives
brought death to the people. The gazette described how New
Mexican and Arizona savages descended the cordilleras,
camping fearlessly and contemptuously along their heights.
From sierra camps, they fell upon defenseless pueblos, robbed
people, killed men, and snatched away women and children.
They slaughtered people within the very suburbs of Arizpe
and Chihuahua City, the capitals of two departments. Taking
the lives of don Jose Villasola and six cattle herders near
Arizpe in the maize field of Cauverachi was a mere incident
in their big raid. The Sonoran country as far as the valleys of
the Sonora and San Ignacio rivers over a hundred leagues
from the frontier and of the Rio Matape, still farther, suffered from them this fall.
Added to the distress that the Apaches brought, the Papagos living along the Gila and on the rich lands of the Quitevac
and Sonoita revolted against the Mexicans. They killed many
people and despoiled rich gold mines, discovered in 1836,
which had produced 200 onzas daily.38
La Luna, the gazette of Chihuahua, threw light on the
operations of freebooters and buccaneers in that department
on November 10. It asserted that "the barbarians are not the
sole authors of the misfortunes which afflict Chihuahua."
While it attributed most of the disorder to them, it condemned
also a fringe of Mexican society that dressed like Indians and
preyed upon the settlements. The paper said that many "civilized" men terrorized, robbed, and murdered peaceful inhabitants with "absolute impunity." To escape detection, they
gave credit to the Indians for their own mischief. Seeing the
fruits that they could harvest by imitating and posing in
dress, speech, and manners as Apaches, they functioned in
such ways as to enjoy the protection of the law while carrying
on their deviltry.39 Some parties organized ostensibly to pur38. La Lu.na. periodico olicial del gobierno del departamento de Chihuahua (Ciudad
Chihuahua. Chi.). I. num. 1, octubre 27 de 1840; Almada, Diccionario de historia,
geografia'Y biografia sonorenses. 500.
39. Lt. George Frederick Ruxton was a representative of the British Government
who reported this same sort of thing in 1846 among the Mexicans at EI Paso del Norte.
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sue Indians. After marching out of the settlements they would
turn to buccaneering against their own people. La Luna spoke
of criminals using the ranches and villages as havens from
which they looked daily for chances to cash in on the chaos
that Indians created. They would counterfeit the brands of
stolen livestock and drive them to other districts for sale. If
it meant gain, they would discourage, or delay, the preparations of campaigns against the savages. 40
In November, 400 Mogollon Apaches surged down the
Sierra Madre. Some raiding parties went westward into
Sonora. Others struck along the Silver Road between Jesus
Maria and Chihuahua City. On the twenty-ninth, one band
carried off the son of Miguel Gabon in the district of San
Francisco de Borja about fifty miles southwest of the capital.
Forty warriors ambushed seventeen persons who went on a
futile pursuit. Northwest of the Laguna de los Mexicanos,
Apaches attacked cartmen transporting maize from Cerro
Prieto to ·San Juan de los Llanos on December 5. Five days
later three Apaches assailed Hilario Torres from front and
rear with lances and arrows as he travelled from San Juan
de los Llanos eastward toward Cusichuiriachic with two
mules bearing maize. They gave him six lance wounds and
injured his horse. However, he escaped to the Labor de Gonzalez with a lance that the savages thrust at him. The Governor rewarded him with a carbine and ten pesos in money in
appreciation of his valor.
Chief Santo and his Apaches attacked travelers in another
place on the same day. They left four persons and five oxen
dead and got off with Perfecto Castillo, Bartolo Meraz, Patricio Maldonado, two other persons, and six horses and mules.
Santo asked Maldonado if he could read and write and offered
to release him if he would compose a letter to the Governor.
In the message, he proposed that Conde send commissioners
to Carrizal, or Janos, to make peace and that the Governor
return Tube and Mariquita, Indian prisoners, held in Chihuahua City. If the Governor failed, Santo would make war,
and he assured Conde that he had the resources for the job.
40. La Luna, I. num. 3, noviembre 10 de 1840.
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Apaches robbed the columns of don Simon Elias of thirtyfive animals near Corral Piedra about twenty-five miles south
of the capital on the night of December 14. This, or another,
band got about 200 animals around Saucillo on the Conchos,
and made northwestward for their Sierra Madre camps. The
Apaches plus two to four hundred Comanches that entered
the Department in October made something like 800 savage
raiders in Chihuahua. On the day after Christmas a considerable number of Indians attacked eight men traveling homeward from Rosales to Julimes, about seventy-five miles southeast of Chihuahua City. They could have been either Apaches,
or Comanches. Near Anaya in the Canon del Ojito, they killed
a man named Carneros and took horses belonging to him and
his fellow travelers. When news reached Julimes, Rosales,
San Pablo, and others towns along the Conchos River, the
military marched out companies which duly returned with
no more than the customary negative results. So it went day
and night for those parts of the country in the paths of New
Mexican and Plains Indians.
After Conde fired the Scalp Captain, he placed Lt. Col.
Francisco Javier Urgana in direction of military operations.
Urgana depended upon Mexican companies. They brushed
with Indians along the Conchos Valley but none of these
skirmishes had the effect of a good "kirkeresque" blow. As
1840 closed the Comanche scourge passed from Chihuahua
into Durango ;41 but there seemed to be a reptile Apache behind every boulder along the trails that the Mexicans had to
tread. Reports continued pouring into the Governor's office
telling of this or that person killed or carried off. 42
Despite his show of preparations, Conde could not fail to
contrast the results that Kirker's barbers had produced with
the failures of Urgana's soldiers. A regular Tuesday column
in his gazette, headed "EXTRACT of the reports received on
the hostilities of the barbarians," told pitiful tales of the
sufferings of his people. Apaches flashed over his Depart.
ment, striking everywhere that Comanches did not. In despair
41. La Luna, I, num. 11, enero 5, y num. 16, febrero 9 de 1841.
42. Francisco R. Almada, Diccionario de historia, geografia y biografta chihuahuense
(1927), Ciudad Chihuahua: TaIJeres Graficos del Gobiemo del Estado, 47, 56; La Luna,
I, num. 12, enero 12 de 1841.
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Conde had to swallow his pride and call upon "a bold and
intrepid Irishman, named Kirker" to save him from the
dilemma.
Don Santiago would recover animals that Indians had
stolen at two and a half dollars each, share in whatever else
he could take from them, and fleece the red skins at a fixed
sum per pelt. Prospects looked good for him and for those
operating under Durango's law at the end of 1840. The Governor's disbursements soon showed that Kirker had used his
opportunities well, for by spring he had delivered 15,000
Apache mules that might have reached Taos, Santa Fe,
or Bent's, and possibly Missouri, Arkansas, or Illinois,
into Conde's corrals. When the Governor reduced don Santiago's pay for hair, the Captain of the Scalp Hunters retired
to western Chihuahua and changed sides. There he was "the
chief of the Apache nation" until he emerged again in the
middle Forties and resumed bringing in mule loads of New
Mexican Indian pelts again for the governors.

FRANK BOND: GENTLEMAN SHEEPHERDER
OF NORTHERN NEW MEXICO, 1883-1915
By FRANK H. GRUBBS

11.

Espanola Milling and Elevator Company

earliest record of the Espanola Milling and Elevator
Company is a $64,102.91 investment on the books of the
Bond & Nohl Company as of January 30,1910. 1 Since this is
an ending balance, it is likely that the mill was acquired sometime earlier, probably late in 1909. The mill was an old one
which had been running in Espanola for a number of years,
and it was considered to be a desirable and logical adjunct
to the general merchandise business of Bond & NohI. A great
deal of wheat growing was beginning to develop in the
country around Espanola, and in 1910 Frank Bond opined
that there would be twice as much sown in that year as
previously.2
The purchase price, paid to unknown owners, was $82,784 for the mill and wheat inventory. However, the mill
engine was worn out and had to be replaced; this was done
with Allis-Chalmers equipment. 3 Some difficulty was experienced with the original installation, and Bond estimated that
the investment would run to $85,000 before the new engine
was in place and the mill operating.4 That the trouble was
cleared up satisfactorily is attested by the fact that the engine
is still running today in Espanola, operating a sawmilJ.5
The Espanola M. & E. Company, as it was called, was
capitalized for $20,000 but the holders of the stock are unknown. For two reasons it is strongly suspected that all of
the mill stock was held by Bond & NohI. First, the mill is not
listed among Frank Bond's assets along with his interest in
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1. Records. loco cit.

2.
3.
4.
5.

LettM' Book No.6, March 16, 1910.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Interview with David C. Hake, Albuquerque, February 1, 1957.
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the other stores nor are any profits or losses on the mill reflected in any identifiable manner in the profits and losses
that accrued to him individually. Second, a receivable, identified only as "Espanola Milling & Elevator Company," is
carried on the books of Bond & Nohl from January 30,1910,
through the end of 1915. 6
This receivable on the Bond & Nohl books is identical to
a corresponding liability carried by the Espanola Milling &
Elevator Company and appears to have been in fact a transfer account through which Bond & Nohl operated the mill as
a branch. Its operation in this manner is in some degree confirmed by the notable absence of a cash account in the records
of the Espanola Milling & Elevator Company. It is concluded,
therefore, that Bond & Nohl paid all expenses of the mill and
received aU payments, charging and crediting them to a
separate set of books through this transfer account.
Through the end of 1915 the Espanola Milling & Elevator
Company carried an unexplained asset variously entitled,
"Stock Certificates," and "Bond & Nohl Co. stock."7 This
item amounted to $15,000 at the end of 1910. At the end of
1911 it is shown as $14,997 but at the same time three items
of one dollar each appear, entitled, "Frank Bond, Stock," "G.
W. Bond, Stock," and "L. F. Nohl, Stock."s At the end of 1912
and all subsequent years the balance of this stock certificate
account is $18,000. 9 The corporate records of the Bond & Nohl
Company reveal no ownership of Bond & Nohl stock by the
Espanola Milling & Elevator Company at any time, but unfortunately the corporate records of the mill, which might
possibly contain the solution to this puzzling account, have
not as yet been located. No solution has been found, and no
supportable theory can be advanced,lO so the matter remains
a mystery.
6. Records, loco cit.
7. Ibid.
S. Ibid.
9. Ibid.
10. One hypothesis is that Frank Bond, George Bond, and Louis Nohl each put up
$5,000 of their Bond & Nohl stock, a note for $3,000, and various supplies and materials
from the store amounting to $2,000 in payment for the $20,000 mill stock. This would
account for the presence of the Bond & Nohl stock in the mill accounts even though no
formal transfer was made, but it would not explain how the former owners of the mill
were paid.
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Louis T. Hardy, an old English miller and a friend of the
Bonds was brought into Espanola to operate the mill, which
he did for a number of years,!1 producing a fine flour under
the trade name of Rosalinda. 12 In the off season, when there
was no wheat to be ground, Bond demonstrated an awareness
of cyclical production by grinding local chili into powder. 13
As a result, Bond & Nohl frequently quoted prices to out-oftown customers on "genuine Mexican ground chili." 14 In so
doing, they always enclosed a sample of the product, and in
mid-I915 chili gave rise to one of the rare bits of state business enjoyed by the Bonds when they successfully bid to sell
the State Penitentiary one hundred pounds of ground chili. 15
The first years of operation were singularly unimpressive.
The cumulative loss at the end of the first year, 1910,
amounted to $20,012.06, and the only profitable transaction
was the sale of four hogs at a profit of $180.03. Mill expenses
during that first year were heavy, and large sums were expended for interest, insurance, oil and packing, coal, sacks,
and twine. All expenses were drastically reduced in 1911, and
the profit on wheat and flour operations amounted to $2,842.24. 16 This profit, however, was insufficient to cover the
accumulated losses, and so Bond & Nohl charged $15,000 off
to their own expense, crediting the mill through the transfer
account, and reducing the deficit to just over $2,000,17
Income and expenses for 1912 do not accurately reflect
the operation for that year. Gross income from wheat and
flour amounted to slightly more than $5,000, but large writeoffs were made to expense that resulted in an apparent net
loss of almost $18,000. These write-offs included a $5,000
reduction in real estate, a $1,500 reduction in the value of the
power house, and a write-down of machinery of more than
$11,000. Again it became necessary for Bond & Nohl to
charge part of the mill costs against their own expense, and
$20,000 was written off. This $20,000 contributed by Bond &
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Interview with J. E. Davenport.
Interview with D. C. Hake.
Ibid.
Letter Book No. 58. passim.
Ibid.• June 7, 1915, p. 425; ibid., June 14, 1915, p. 490.
Records, Ioc. cit.
Ibid.
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Nohl plus the income from wheat and flour were just sufficient to cover the charges to expense in that year and to
liquidate the remaining deficit from previous years. 18
The following years through 1915 were also disappointing, and by the end of 1915 the cumulative profits only
amounted to slightly more than $100. 19 Frank Bond had
written $35,000 off to expense through Bond & Nohl and was
discouraged enough with the mill that he offered the entire
plant, excluding the engine, boiler, and buildings, to William
A. Stafford in Pocatello, Idaho, for $15,000. 20 He wrote
Stafford:
We are sorry to have to give up this mill here but on account of so little wheat being raised in this vicinity it does not
justify the investment. We are obliged to ship in wheat and do
not find it profitable to do this on account of the high freight
rates. 21

In 1915 Frank Bond discussed the possibility of organizing a.stock company with Andy Wiest. 22 The plan was to inclutk all the merchants in the area in the new company and
move the mill to Roy, New Mexico. However, at the end of
1915 the mill was still operating under Bond auspices in
Espanola.

12.

Rosa Mercantile Company

Rosa Mercantile Company was organized on March
13, 1912, by Frank Bond, Edward Sargent, A. H. Long,
and B. A. Candelaria. It was located at Rosa, New Mexico,
in Rio Arriba County, twenty-nine miles west of Lumberton,
New Mexico, and just 1% miles from the Colorado state line. 1
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18. Ibid.
19. Ibid.
20. Letter Book No. 56, February I, 1915, p. 654; ibid., February 6, 1915, p. 654.
21. Letter Book No. 57, February 17, 1916, p. 155.
22. Letter Book No. 58, May 7, 1915, p. 76.
1. U.S. Department of the Interior, G.L.O., Map of Territory of New Mexico, 1903.
An 1882 business directory of New Mexico mentions Espanola and reports its
population at the time as 150 persons, but it does not list Rosa among the towns in New
Mexico. However, by 1904 Rosa was large enough to boast a post office. A Complete
Business Directory and Gazetteer of the Territory for 1882 (Santa Fe: New Mexican
Printing and Publishing Co., 1882) ; Max. Frost and Paul A. F. Walter (eds.), The
Land of Sunshine (Santa Fe: New Mexican Printing Co., 1904), P. 219.
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The company was capitalized at $16,000, each of the four
stockholders holding an equal interest of 4,000 shares. Alfred
H. Long was appointed general manager, and his salary was
fixed at $100 a month. 2 The principal purpose of the new
business was to sell general merchandise, but like the other
stores, trading in hides, pelts, sheep, and wool was common
to the operation which lasted for twelve years until it was
discontinued on December 31, 1923, and subsequently
liquidated. 3
Long's interest in the new store was financed by Frank
Bond on the strength of a $4,000 unsecured personal note
signed by Long and dated March 12, 1912, payable in two
years. In addition, 500 more shares were actually owned by
Long, but they were issued to Frank Bond so that a personal
note for them was unnecessary. However, Long paid interest
on the $500 to Bond regularly,4 and finally in 1916 the shareholdings of Bond and Sargent were reduced to 3,500 shares
each and the remaining 1,000 were transferred to Long. 5
Although Edward Sargent had long been a friend and
associate of Frank Bond, and A. H. Long had managed the
G. W. Bond & Bro. store at Cabra just before the turn of the
century,6 the fourth stockholder, B. A. Candelaria, is not
mentioned at any other point. It is probable that he was in
the nature of an outside man, or general foreman of sheep
and wool operations at the Rosa location. Indeed, liaison with
his counterpart at Espanola, Leandro Martinez, is indicated
by the fact that Candelaria endorsed his Rosa Mercantile
Company stock certificates for 4,000 shares over to Martinez
in 1913 as collateral to protect a note of $2,115.50 which he
signed at 10 per cent interest in favor of Martinez. This met
with something less than hearty approval from the other
2. Records of Minutes (in the files of Frank Bond & Son. Inc., Albuquerque).
3. Ibid.
4. Letter Boak No. 51, March 20, 1914, P. 487; Letter Book No. 59, August 3, 1914,
P. 520; ibid., August 10, 1914, p. 579.
5. Stock Certificate Book (in the files of Frank Bond & Son, Inc., Albuquerque).
6. Supra, chap. v. Alfred H. Long was the son of Judge Elisha Van Buren Long, a
prominent district judge in Las Vegas for many years and senior member 0'£ the Las
Vegas law firm of Long & Fort. An Illustrated Histary Of New Mexica (Chicago: The
Lewis Publishing Co., 1895), PP. 255-257; History af New Mexico, Its Resources and
People (Los Angeles: Pacific States Publishing Company, 1907), II, 314.
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three stockholders who promptly took action as corporation
directors to provide that should Candelaria die before the
note was paid, the other stockholders would buy the stock and
pay the note. They further agreed, on the record, that should
any of them wish to sell his stock he would sell it to the other
stockholders. 7
At the end of 1912, the first year, Long turned in a net
profit of $8,421.15, about two-thirds of which had been made
on the sale of merchandise and somewhat less than a third on
sheep.8 Since profits were not to be distributed for some time,
interest on the investment was included as an expense. At
the end of 1912, the building was valued at about $1,500 with
over $1,700 in furniture and fixtures. There was more than
$15,000 in merchandise inventory, and Long had almost $9,500 in accounts receivable with about one-third of that
amount in bills receivable. 9
At the end of the second year of operation Long had a
somewhat lesser showing, turning in a profit for the year of
just under $4,000. His sales for 1913 totaled $44,373.01, a
gain of more than $10,000 over the previous year, but credit
sales amounted to over $38,000 of the $44,000, and so Frank
Bond was constrained to give him some firm advice on credit
policy.lO
Bond's efforts to convince Long to be more careful of his
credit line produced little effect however. At the end of the
7. Record of Minutes,loc. cit.

8. Records, loco cit.
9. Ibid.
10. Bond advised:
"There is no question in my mind but you will have to be more conservative in your
credit, or your business there will be a failure. You will be unable to meet your obligations when they become due and there will be trouble ahead for all of us. Neither Mr.
Sargent or I have any intention of putting any more money into that business. It will
have to stand or fall on its own merits, and it is up to you to make a success of it. If
your accounts had been good, you should have collected in enough so that you would
not have had to go into debt before you were really out of debt, the only way you got out
of debt was by using the Bond & Sargent lambs, and then had to borrow to pay us back.
"Mr. Sargent writes me that you have had to borrow money from him, perhaps it
sounds better to call it an advance on the wool, but it means the same thing.
"I wrote you the other day about your employees being more than we considered
necessary. I haven't changed my mind a particle in this matter, although you have not
seen fit to answer my letter. I don't wish to criticize, but surely if you wish to make a
success it is absolutely necessary to keep down your expenses. and you must be extremely
careful when you credit and at the same time keep down your stock. I know you can run
that business and make a success of it." Letter Book No. 51. February 20, 1914, p. 245.
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following year, 1914, the Rosa Mercantile Company reported
total sales of $41,201.07, of which 89 per cent were on credit.
Profits in this third year were up, and almost $5,500 was
credited to the surplus account so that there was almost $18,000 in surplus at the end of the third year.
In mid-1915 the bills receivable on the books of the Rosa
Mercantile Company amounted to close to $35,000 which
Frank Bond felt was altogether out of proportion to the volume of business involved. l l They were promptly reduced, and
at the end of the year only $10,668.99 remained.
The sheep account had been growing during all this time,
beginning at the end of 1912 with a modest $1,800. By the
end of 1915 the investment amounted to $6,767.65, representing 2,935 head of ewes, all of them leased out.
Among Long's renters was a partidario named Porfirio
Gallegos. Since Gallegos had been trading with a competitor,
Long had threatened to take his sheep away from him. The
information came back to Frank Bond through Edward Sargent and resulted in the following advice from Frank Bond
that exemplifies his philosophy:
[Ed Sargent] says you are going to take away . . . Gallegos'
sheep and give them to another fellow. I don't believe much in
trying to get even. I understand this man is a good man, quite
responsible. I feel satisfied that in time you will get his business. I would strongly advise letting him keep those sheep, and
continuing to try and get him to trade with you,12
I don't believe it pays to remind customers continually of the
many favors we do them, neither does it pay to threaten them
that these favors will be withdrawn unless they do so and so.
We have to live up to our promises, but don't expect that
from all your customers as that is too much to expect of human
beings. Some of them just can't do it.
When you come to talk with Porfirio think of the syrup
and vinegar and fly story, and I will guarantee you better
success with him than by telling him that you will take away
the sheep unless he does so and so,13

The Rosa Mercantile Company was in the usual short-of11. Letter Book No. 58, May 5, 1915, P. 50.
12. Ibid., June 24, 1915, p. 590.
13. Ibid., June 29, 1915, P. 652.
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cash position about this time and found it necessary to call
on the Santa Fe bank for short term loans.' Frank Bond
acquiesced and authorized R. J. Palen to advance Long the
$4,500, indicating a willingness to go as high as $10,500 if
necessary. Such notes would be protected by the personal
notes of Bond and Edward Sargent. At this time Bond indicated that he felt that the main trouble with the Rosa company was that it was not capitalized for enough at the start,
but that it would eventually get on its feet. 14 At the same time,
however, he wrote Long at Rosa expressing alarm that business was falling 25 per cent below that of the previous year. 15
The year 1915 ended with a net profit of $6,400.76, bringing the undivided profits to almost $25,000. This was earned
on sales of only $33,146.54. It was now possible for Long to
pay for his share of the business out of the earnings on his
stock, and the following year his holdings were increased to
5,000 shares which he held until the firm was moved to Albuquerque in 1920 and dissolved three years later.

13.
N

Bond-Connell Sheep and Wool Company

July of 1914 Frank Bond made a trip to Albuquerque and

met with Andy Wiest and R. C. Dillon. While there, the
Ithree
associates decided to organize a new company and expand the sheep and wool coverage of the Bond organization,
penetrating the central part of New Mexico. 1 Sheep and wool
activity had, of course, been under way for some time in
Cuervo with Andy Wiest and in Encino with Dick Dillon, but
this was the first move into the middle Rio Grande valley.
The new company was to differ with other elements of the
Bond system in that there was to be no general merchandise
operation at all. Rather, the activity was to concern itself
mainly with sheep and wool trading.
The problem of whom to bring into the company to manage the new business was solved in short order by the First
14. Letter Book No. 59, August 13, 1915, P. 395.
15. Ibid., August 23, 1915, P. 468.
1. Letter Book No. 53, July 17. 1914, p. 371.
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National Bank in Albuquerque which recommended Mr.
Walter M. Connell for the position.2
Walter Connell, who had been educated at Fordham University and had been employed for two years by the National
City Bank of New York, came to Albuquerque from his New
York birthplace in 1900. In 1904 he went to Los Lunas where
he was associated with Fred D. Huning in the firm of Huning
and Connell, Incorporated, dealers in general merchandise,
hay, grain, alfalfa, wool, hides, and pelts. Although he retained his interest in Huning and Connell until 1920, he returned to Albuquerque in 1912 where he, with Charles Wade
and J. M. Raynolds, was elected a member of the first Albuquerque City Commission on which he served until 1922.3
Since he had also been a wool buyer throughout New Mexico
and Colorado for Hallowell, Jones, and Donald, his qualifications for the position were not lacking.
The stock of the new firm, to be capitalized at $25,000,
was held equally by Bond & Nohl Company, Espanola; Bond,
McCarthy Company, Taos; G. W. Bond & Bro. Mercantile
Company, Encino; A. MacArthur Company, Wagon Mound;
and Walter M. Connell. 4 Connell's 5,000-share interest was
paid for in cash by Frank Bond in return for Connell's personal note for $5,000 which was in turn secured to Bond by
the deposit of Connell's stock. 5
It is a significant indication of Bond's consideration that
while Justin McCarthy was not present at the Albuquerque
meeting and had not previously been consulted at all on the
matter, it was taken for granted that he would want to be
in on the new company, and it was thus arranged. 6 So once
more Frank Bond remembered those with whom he was
associated and gave them no cause to grumble about being
left out of a new venture.
It was not customary for stock companies to appear on
2. Ibid.
3. Davis, op. cit., p. 1000; Gladys Neel, "History of Albuquerque" (unpublished
Master's thesis, University of New Mexico, 1928), P. 68, citing Albuquerque Board of
Councilmen, Records XVIII, p. 325.
4. Letter Book No. 53, July 17, 1914, p. 371.
5. Ibid., p. 374.
6. Ibid., p. 371.
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original incorporation papers,7 and so on August 6, 1914,
stock certificates were issued to Frank Bond, R. C. Dillon,
A. W. Wiest, J. H. McCarthy, and Walter Connell. 8 Two days
later, on August 8, 1914, these 5,000-share blocks were transferred to Bond & Nohl, G. W. Bond & Bro. Mercantile Company, A. MacArthur Company, and Bond, McCarthy
Company, respectively. Connell retained his as such and,
except that Frank Bond sold one-half of his interest to
George W. Bond four years later, the organization's ownership remained constant until the company was finally dissolved in 1926, 9 becoming the present-day firm of Frank Bond
& Son, Incorporated.
Frank Bond was elected president with R. C. Dillon serving in the capacity of vice-president, and Walter Connell was
posted to the general managershiplo at a salary of $75.00
per month.n Offices for the new company were established
in Room 3 of the old Cromwell Building at the corner of
Second Street and Gold Avenue in Albuquerque,12 and to get
the offices started they estimated that the office expenses
would amount to about $12.50 per month plus a stenographer
at $25.00 per month. 13
Sheep trading started promptly, in fact it began even before the corporate organization formalities were completed,
for in late July Connell bought 6,800 sheep I4 on which they
expected to make twenty cents a head by selling them to sheep
feeders,15 By the end of September, Bond estimated that they
had already made a profit of $5,000 on their sheep pur7. Ibid.
8. Stock Certificate Book (in the files of Frank Bond & Son, Inc., Albuquerque).
9. Record of Minutes (in the files of Frank Bond & Son. Inc., Albuquerque).
10. Record of Minutes, loc. cit.
11. Letter Book No. 59, July 17, 1914, p. 382. Upon dissolution of the corporation in
1926, Frank Bond suggested a retroactive adjustment of Connell's salary to $300 per
month from 1914 to 1923, and he was paid $5,883.06, representing back salary, with
interest, adjusted for a profit distribution made to him in 1919. Record of Minutes,
loco cit.
12. Record of Minutes, loco cit.; Letter Book No. 55, September 7. 1914. p. 128.
13. Letter Book No. 59,. July 17, 1914, p. 382.
14. Bond wrote:
"Our new company at Albuquerque has just closed a deal with Mr. Bursum for 6000
Iambs at $5.25 and 700 old ewes at 2'h¢, 50¢ advance per head. This is the highest price
that has been paid in that country that we know of, in fact it is about the first price
that has been made," Ibid.
15. Ibid., July 23, 1914, p. 439.
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chases,16 and indeed the profits for the six months ended
December 31,1914, amounted to $5,229.32.17 The income was
all from sheep.
At this time the major assets were represented by $18,000 in cash and 3,414 ewes valued at $12,000. Liabilities
amounted to only $132 owing to F. A. Hubbell, and so the
company was in a highly favorable current position after
such a short period of operation. 1s In fact, the cash position
was such that Frank Bond took time out on New Year's Day
of 1915 to write Walter Connell suggesting that Bond & Nohl
borrow the excess cash reserves of Bond-Connell at 6 per
cent interest until Bond & Nohl turned their sheep the following March. At the same time he suggested that Bond-Connell
declare a dividend, leaving enough profit to cover expenses to
the beginning of the next year so as not to use any of the
capital. 19
Walter Connell replied and suggested a 10 per cent dividend,20 but Bond felt satisfied that the stockholders wanted
15 per cent instead of 10 per cent, and so he promptly ordered
Connell to remit the 15 per cent dividend without waiting for
further authority.21 Since no stockholders' or directors' meetings were held between August 8, 1914, and February 12,
1916, no confirmation of such a dividend distribution was
made in 1915, and by the following year the matter was apparently overlooked.22 However, there was a meeting of all
the store managers at Espanola on January 28,1915, and the
matter was undoubtedly discussed, with Bond's action being
accepted without question even though it was never officially
recorded.
The prime topic of conversation at this managers' meeting was the proposition that they get together and start a
new bank in Albuquerque. 23 The suggestion met with a favorable reception from all the managers, and Frank Bond him16. Letter Book No. 55. September 22, 1914, P. 296.
17. Records, we. cit.
IS. Ibid.
19. Letter Book No. 56, January I,

20.
,21.
22.
23.

1915, p. 412.

Ibid., January 6, 1915, P. 455.
Ibid., January IS, 1915, P. 524.
Record of Minutes, we. cit.
Letter Book No. 56, January 30,

1915, p. 642.
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self was all in favor of branching out of the traditional sheep,
wool, and merchandise fields into this new and enticing area
of activity in Albuquerque. His view may have been influenced to some degree by the fact that he was at the time
seriously considering buying more of the Bond-Connell stock
and moving his residence to Albuquerque,24 and this thought
may have made the idea of opening a new bank sound rather
attractive. However, they decided to put the matter up to G.
W. Bond for his advice and final decision.
George Bond returned a careful and considered evaluation of the banking proposition in Albuquerque, pointing out
that no one in the Bond organization had banking experience
or training and that he would not wish to invest in the stock
of a bank that was not well established, particularly where
strong institutions already existed. He felt that it might be
a good investment to acquire some stock in such an institution as the First National Bank in Albuquerque if it were
possible to do so and still be able to benefit themselves by
conducting their financial transactions through it, but he
noted that bank examiners would probably view such loans
to stockholders with suspicion. He asserted that it took a
good strong bank to be able to take care of even one of their
stores and that all the stores were well lined up for credit at
very reasonable rates. He also mentioned that in the light of
current experience the stores were paying better return on
invested money than were the banks, remarking at the same
time that since the stores didn't have cash available to pay
out dividends it didn't look as though they would have the
money to put into bank stock. 25
The banking project was dropped.
The second result of the January 28 managers' meeting
was a decision that Bond-Connell should go into the hide and
pelt business. Actually, this had been included in the original
organization plans, but Connell had not thought there would
be enough profit in it to justify the operation. Since that time,
however, Connell and Dillon had studied the matter further
and now recommended a trial, so it was determined that an
24. Ibid., January 19, 1915, p. 530.
25. Letter Book No. 57, February 9, 1915, p. 44.
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attempt would be made for perhaps a year since it wouldn't
require any extra capita1. 26
Justin McCarthy was somewhat hesitant about going into
hides and pelts in the Taos area until the wool season was
over due to his feeling that if they did, Charles Friend and
Company might interfere with their wool activities through
George Anton who was their representative in the territory.27
Friend and Company was at that time competitively engaged
in buying wool in New Mexico and consigning it to the Boston
markets in the same manner as Bond. 28 However, Frank
Bond told Connell to go ahead because if they should "allow
anything like Geo. Anton to scare us out of doing anything,
we should be out of business entirely."29
Upon his return to Albuquerque, Connell promptly began
looking for a hide and pelt warehouse and employed a Mr.
Thomas to handle this end of the business, paying him $125
per month and 10 per cent of the net profits. 30 By April he
had bought his first carload of pelts and had completed arrangements for their disposal through the Norton Tanning
Company.31 Bond meanwhile overcame some reluctance on
the part of some of the other stores to deal through BondConnell by pointing out to one of the managers that BondConnell had a right to expect business from all the stores even
if they should not always get the very top prices. 32 Thus by
the end of 1915 the Bond-Connell Sheep and Wool Company
had handled almost 305,000 pounds of hides and pelts, representing a dollar volume of more than $48,000, and returning
a profit to the company of $2,889.74. 33 However, for some
reason not now apparent the directors decided at their meeting of February 12, 1916, that the company should immediately discontinue all hide and pelt business. 34
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
the sale
31.
32.
33.
34.

Letter Book No. 56, January 30, 1915, p. 642.
Ibid.• February 2, 1915, p. 664.
Letter Book No. 58, Jnne 30, 1915, p. 667.
Letter Book No. 57. February 8, 1915, p. 11.
Ibid., February 20, 1915, p. 164. Presumably this applied to profits realized from
of hides and pelts only.
Ibid., April 26, 1915, p. 653.
Letter Book No. 58, May 5, 1915, p. 52.

Records, loco cit.
Record of Minutes, loco cit.
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In April, 1915, Frank Bond was optimistically expecting
that the Albuquerque business would be about double, and in
August he predicted that the company would make a profit
of not less than $20,000 that year. 35 He underestimated by
just $136.64.
At the time of this prediction around 23,000 head of ewes
had been purchased at Albuquerque at prices ranging from
$4.50 to $5.00 per head which were being turned at from
$.50 to $1.00 per head profit. Bond felt that their past policy
of keeping scarce ewes in the country should be continued by
not buying any from their customers except when they insisted on selling. 30 The following month, September, BondConnell bought 25,000 more lambs from Ilfeld and Garcia at
$6.75. On this purchase of $168,750 they anticipated a profit
of about $3,500, and the Albuquerque business now owned
50,000 head of sheep.37
In 1915 Bond-Connell handled sheep, wool, hides, and
pelts in the quantities listed in Table 55 which represented a
total dollar volume of more than $734,000.38
TABLE 55
BOND-CONNELL SALES FOR 1915
Item

Sheep
W 001
Hides & Pelts

Quantity

150,572 head
.454,753 pounds
304,730 pounds

The net profit for the year was $20,136.64, not including
unrealized profit on $92,000 worth of wool 39 which was in
the Boston warehouses, sold but not yet collected. There were
more than $36,000 worth of sheep on hand at the end of the
year along with $7,500 in hides, pelts, and wool in the Albuquerque warehouse. Accounts payable were less than $100,
and although there was $84,000 owing to Hallowell, Jones,
35.
36.
37.
38.

Letter Book No. 59, August 27, 1915, p. 523.
Ibid., August 21, 1915, P. 453.
Ibid., September 14, 1915, p. 686.
Records, loco cit.
39. Valued at cost.
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and Donald from wool advances, this was more than amply
covered by the wool in Boston. 4o
After just eighteen months of operation the new Albuquerque venture, started with just $25,000 in cash, had returned $25,366 in profit of which $21,600 still remained in
surplus.41

14. Bond-Sargent Company
than two weeks after George Bond advised so strongly
against the suggestion that the Bond stores join in a bankL
ing venture in Albuquerque, Frank Bond began thinking
ESS

about the possibility of broadening the coverage of their
system to include the west central part of the state, and he
first mentioned this possibility to his brother on April 17,
1915. 1
At this time George Bond, who was living in Boise, Idaho,
planned to move back to New Mexico, and the original
thought was that he and his brother would join with a new
manager to open a new store and sheep business in Grants,
New Mexico, about sixty miles west of Albuquerque, on the
railroad, and proximate to the vast Navaho Indian Reservation lying to the north. Frank Bond wrote:
We will all be glad to have you back in New Mexico again, as it
will add very materially to our weight in the business of the
state among business men.... You know that you and I don't
know any other pleasure except our business. I think it is a
great misfortune that we should be so, and especially so when
we pretend to cut adrift from business, but it can't be helped,
so the only thing for us to do is to stay with the business as
long as our health is good; and I believe if we can bring in
and associate young men with us, we will continue to be successful. I think we are remarkably good men physically for our
age. 2
40. Records. loco cit.
41. Ibid.
1. Letter Book No. 57. April 17. 1915. p. 612.
2. Ibid.• April 26. 1915. p. 650. Although troubled somewhat with rheumatism after
he passed fifty. Frank Bond remained in remarkably good health and continued to be
very active, enjoying fishing trips to his favorite spot in Santa Clara Canyon as frequently as he could manage it. taking his young son. Franklin. with him when possible.
Letter Book No. 57. April 28. 1915. p. 683; Letter Book No. 58. June 29. 1915. p. 658 ;
Letter Book No. 59. July 9. 1915. p. 83.
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Both Frank Bond and Ed Sargent must have been basking in the pleasant reflection of the success they were having
in Albuquerque for just a few days later they met, quite by
accident, on the train going to Denver. While discussing
business, Ed Sargent through pure coincidence suggested
that in his opinion Grants appeared to be a good place to
open a new store, and after further discussion he offered to
go in on such a venture if George Bond did not care to. Frank
Bond thought very highly of Sargent and suggested to George
that Sargent be brought into the new business anywaY,3 expressing a willingness to share some of his own stock with
Sargent.
Several people were being considered as possible candidates for store manager at Grants. Among them were William McDougall from Carthage, New Mexico, and one of
Justin McCarthy's employees named Beery.4 Accordingly, an
interview was arranged in Albuquerque for McDougall and,
having made a favorable impression, he was offered the job.6
However, he turned it down, and Beery, whom George
favored, became the major candidate. 6 This too came to
naught when Justin McCarthy refused to make him available. 7
Meanwhile, other negotiations were under way to acquire
a site in Grants for the new business. One possibility of a
location there was a store operated at the time by Emil Bibo.
The Bernalillo Mercantile Company, Bernalillo, New Mexico,
made a proposition to Frank Bond in May, 1915, under the
terms of which they would agree to stay out of Grants provided that the Bonds buyout Bibo's stock and also buy the
3. Frank Bond wrote: "I think Ed Sargent is as good a sheep man as there is in
New Mexico, and is going to be wealthy if he lives." Ibid., April 26, 1915, p. 652.
4. Ibid., p. 650.
5. Letter Book No. 58, May 18, 1915, P. 176.
6. Ibid., May 24, 1915, p. 252.
7. Bond grumbled to Sargent:
"We could do nothing with Beery. I never mentioned it to him, for the reason that Mac
wants to keep him on. I think Mac is selfish about this, but it is not a matter that we
can very well interfere in. Mac wiII keep him just as long as he possibly can, and wiII
pay him just as little as he has to. This is business, but if we had done that with McCarthy, he would be very poor today. He should ,be willing to alIow the other fellow the
opportunity he had." Ibid., June 1, 1915, p. 345.
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buildings. 8 Bond was willing to buy Bibo's stock and thus
keep the Bernalillo Mercantile Company out of Grants, but
he would not go so far as to buy the buildings.9 He informed
the Bernalillo Mercantile Company that unless the buildings
could be leased, they would build a store of their own. 10 In
reply to that, the Bernalillo Mercantile Company bought the
Bibo facilities themselves, and so Bond's attention was
turned to the possibility of buying some property and building his own store.l l However, Emil Bibo and several members
of his family controlled leases on much of the desirable property in Grants, especially one particularly good site owned
by the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad. 12 Through
the good offices of F. B. Houghton, Freight and Traffic Agent
for the Santa Fe in Chicago, the efforts of the Bibos to keep
the new store out of Grants were thwarted, and arrangements were made to acquire Simon Bibo's lease from the
Santa Fe when it expired.13
During these negotiations, which extended through September, other expansion irons were being put in the fire. Some
serious consideration was being given to the possibility of
opening a store in Ft. Sumner,14 the possibility was discussed
of moving the flour mill from Espanola to Roy,15 and a proposition to buy the Cubero Trading Company for $25,000 was
turned down,16 In addition, rumors were spreading that the
Bonds were planning to open a new store, and one individual
even offered them free land if they would locate in Bluewater. 17 Just in case the plan to locate in Grants did not work
out, alternate locations in Gallup and in Magdalena were
8. Ibid., May 18, 1915, p. 166.
The Bernalillo Mercantile Company was apparently controlled by the Bibo family.
The' six members of the Bibo family, Simon, Joe, Nathan, Solomon, Emil, and Leopold,
operated stores at Bernalillo, Grants, Laguna, Cubero, and Seboyeta. History of New
Me",ico, Its Resources .;nil People (Lcs Angeles: Pacific States Publishing Company,
1907), II, 610.
9. Letter Book No. 58, May 19, 1915, p. 190.
10. Ibid., June 1, 1915, p. 335.
11. Ibid., June 7, 1915, p. 423.
12. Letter Book No. 59, August 25, 1915, p. 526.
13. Ibid., September 13, 1915, p. 650; ibid., September 14, 1915, p. 683.
14. Letter Book No. 58, April 30, 1915, P. 5; ibid., May 18, 1915, p. 162.
15. Ibid., May 7, 1915, p. 76.
16. Ibid., May 18, 1915, p. 166.
17. Letter Book No. 59, August 25,1915, p. 487.
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considered. In general, however, they felt that while the
merchandise business would be far better in Magdalena the
sheep and wool business, especially sheep renting, would be
much better in Grants where the Navaho sheep were to be
found,19 and after all they were principally sheep men.
During these active days the search continued for a manager at Grants as well as for an outside man and a clerk, the
three employees that were to staff the Grants business. The
manager and outside man were to be selected, but the manager would hire his own clerk. Louden Mullen was seriously
considered for outside man, and a detailed inquiry was made
into his character. They wanted a man who was honest, did
not drink, and who did not run after women. 20 An exhaustive
inquiry was made, and it was emphasized that George Bond
was "very much opposed to any man who drinks."21
Since both McDougall and Beery were no longer candidates for the Grants managership the name of Leonard A.
Bond was proposed by Frank. 22 Leonard Bond was a cousin
of George and Frank who was living in Long Beach, California, at the time. 23 Some difficulty arose over this suggestion due to Leonard Bond's excessively liberal attitude toward
liquor. Leonard was, however, directly confronted with the
reason for their hesitation to bring him in,24 and he stoutly
maintained that he had completely discontinued his intemperance. Because of his strong feelings about alcohol, the decision
was left to George Bond who agreed to try Leonard on the
job, probably with some misgivings.
By this time, Leonard Bond had accepted a position in
Jerome, Arizona, but upon receipt of Frank's notice on July
24, 1915, that he was acceptable and that his cousins were
18. Ibid.
19. Ibid., August 28, 1915, p. 525.

20. Letter Book No. 58, May 25, 1915, p. 286.
21. Ibid., p. 287. Frank Bond was not the teetotaler that George Bond was, and in
fact he used to order a barrel of beer and keep it on ice in the summer, enjoying a pint
at noon and again at night. However, it soured on his stomach, and so be quit and
thereafter drank very little. (Letter Book No.6, February 23,
He did enjoy smok.
ing good cigars though, and he ordered them from Denver for his personal use. Letter
Book No. 50, October 29, 1913, p. 161.
22. Letter Book No. 58, June 2, 1915, p. 360.
23. Ibid•• June 23, 1915, p. 574.
24. Letter Book No. 59. July 7, 1915, p. 56.

1914).
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ready to begin operations in Grants at once,25 Leonard agreed
to leave Jerome for Grants. It was arranged that George
Bond, Frank Bond, and Ed Sargent would meet Leonard
Bond at the Sturges Hotel in Albuquerque on August 2, 1915,
and they would all go to Grants and get the business started. 26
E. A. Johnston in Santa Fe was commissioned to draw up the
Articles of Incorporation,27 and through Ed Sargent, Louden
Mullens was engaged to go down to Grants about September
1 as outside man. 28 He was to receive a salary of $1,000 per
year and also the net profit on $2,000 worth of stock.29
Along toward the end of August, 1915, George Bond decided not to go in with Sargent and Frank Bond on the Grants
business after all. Although this meant that Frank Bond and
Ed Sargent had to put up more money, they felt that this was
probably a better arrangement because they would have to
do most of the on-the-spot hustling as George Bond was living
in Idaho and was back in the sheep business there. 30
Therefore, the Bond-Sargent Company, Grants, New
Mexico, was organized on November 20, 1915, with shareholdings as shown in Table 56.
TABLE 56
BOND-SARGENT COMPANY, ORIGINAL ORGANIZATION
Frank Bond
Edward Sargent
Leonard A. Bond
Total

11,250 shares
11,250 shares
7,500 shares
30,000 shares

No financial data are available for the few short months
which the Bond-Sargent Company operated before the close
of 1915, but that it did develop into one of their successful
stores is evident from its continuance to the present time as
the Bond-Gunderson Company.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,
Ibid.,

July 24, 1915, p. 196.
July 27, 1915, p, 233; ibid., August 7, 1915, p. 835.
August 2, 1915, P. 294.
August 14, 1915, p. 447.
August 27, 1915, p. 518.
August 81, 1915, p. 539; ibid., p. 540.
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15.

The Bond System-Conclusion

HE individual business entities and major investment
transactions of George W. Bond and Frank Bond have
been discussed separately in some detail. However, in order
to see the Bond system in its entirety, all but the barest essentials must be stripped away, and the general growth pattern
may then be observed as the facts are restated in chronological order.
Espanola was from the beginning the headquarters of the
Bond interests. The original store, established in 1883 as a
mercantile business, soon developed profitable trading activity in sheep and wool. The first move toward expansion was
made nine years later at which time a second G. W. Bond &
Bro. store was opened at Wagon Mound, New Mexico. The
new business was essentially a twin of the old one, dealing
similarly in sheep, wool, and merchandise. Although George
and Frank Bond subsequently developed a large system of
partnerships, they retained sole ownership of their businesses
for the first twenty years, and so the firm name of G. W.
Bond & Bro. was carried to each different location as the
system expanded.
Until just before the turn of the century they were content to operate the two stores-Frank in Espanola and
George in Wagon Mound. They prospered during this time,
and in the nine years from 1892 through 1900 they earned
total net profits of more than $246,000 which they divided
between themselves as equal partners. 1 From the "very small
investment in merchandise" they had acquired from Scott
and Whitehead, their combined merchandise inventory had
grown to about $60,000,2 and they had 48,225 sheep out on
rent with partidarios. 3 Frank Bond, the young man who
stepped off the stage before he was old enough to vote, was
personally worth more than $132,000 at the end of 1900.4
By this time they had also expanded again-this time
into the east central portion of the territory in Leonard Wood

T

1.
2.
3.
4.

Appendix H.
Appendix A.
Appendix C.
Appendix I.
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County. This movement developed simultaneously with the
Bonds' first venture into land speculation when they bought
the 63,000-acre Preston Beck Grant and opened their third
store on it at Cabra Springs. Shortly thereafter the fourth
G. W. Bond & Bro. business was begun at Roy, New Mexico,
and the twentieth century was off to a vigorous start.
The first few years of the new century were probably the
most violently active ones in the entire Bond history. The first
event was the coming of the railroad into the TucumcariSanta Rosa area. Already a prosperous sheep and wool area,
the railroad provided the impetus to boost Leonard Wood
County into an even more important wool-growing territory
than ever before. With the area booming, the Bonds hastened
to close their store at Cabra and move it to a location on the
railroad at Cuervo.
The system with business locations in Espanola, Wagon
Mound, Roy, and Cuervo was beginning to become awkward
to manage on a personal basis because of its geographical
dispersion, and some delegation of stewardship was inevitable. The Bonds, however, had wisely foreseen this requirement. Archie MacArthur had been working under George
at Wagon Mound for about ten years, and he was ready to
move into a more responsible position when the opportunity
came; Louis F. Nohl had been brought into the parent store
at Espanola under the watchful eye of Frank Bond; and
Andy Wiest had joined the business at Cabra just before it
was moved to Cuervo. MacArthur, Nohl, and Wiest were all
participating to various degrees in the profits of their respective stores; the Bonds were already planning their partnermanager system; and the stage was now set for the opening
of 1903.
Early in that year Frank and George Bond joined with
Fred Warshauer in the Forbes Wool Company, a scouring
mill in Trinidad, Colorado, where George was thinking about
moving. The Forbes mill was already an operating business
and was scouring wool at the rate of about 4,000,000 pounds
of wool a year. The Bonds do not seem to have had a controlling interest in this mill, but aside from their esoteric relationship with Warshauer very little is known about the
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ownership of the mill. About the middle of 1903 the Bonds
became associated with C. L. Pollard in the Espanola merchandise and lumber firm of C. L. Pollard & Company. Here
again the Bonds' interest and their entire relationship with
Pollard were maintained in the highest degree of secrecy. By
virtue of their investment in this firm, the Bonds also became
part owners of the Truchas Lumber Company later in that
same year. Continuing that busy season, the Bonds purchased
the 27,481-acre Trampas Grant east of Espanola as an investment; in that year too the Bond and Jones Lumber Company
rose, faltered, and fell.
But 1903 was not yet over. Shortly after moving the
Wagon Mound business into another building the store
burned to the ground. This fire seems to have been a turning
point in the Bond organization, for Frank and George took
the opportunity to make a number of sweeping changes.
When the Wagon Mound store was reopened the partnership form of organization was abandoned and the firm was
incorporated. Archie MacArthur was brought into the business as the principal stockholder and was made general manager, and Manuel Paltenghe took a third of the stock.
Meanwhile, the Cuervo store was also reorganized as a corporation with Andy Wiest in charge and holding one-half
the stock. MacArthur and Wiest· were now full-fledged
owners of large interests in the business as well as being
managers.
George Bond, free to leave Wagon Mound in capable
hands, moved to Trinidad, Colorado. This affected the G. W.
Bond & Bro. partnership in Espanola only to the extent that
there were now two parts--one in Espanola and the other in
Trinidad. Frank continued to operate the Espanola business,
including the store, and George began making investments .
in land and sheep in Trinidad. Before 1904 closed the Bonds
had joined J. H. McCarthy and Gerson Gusdorf in Taos and
opened another mercantile establishment there under the
name of Bond, Gusdorf, McCarthy Company. A corporation
also, the policy at Taos followed the newly adopted practice
of dropping the name of G. W. Bond & Bro. in favor of more
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descriptive titles as had been done at Wagon Mound and at
Cuervo.
In 1905 George Bond returned to New Mexico, at least
on a temporary basis, and established the G. W. Bond & Bro.
Mercantile Company in Encino with Charles Scheurich to
handle the mercantile department. This business was a corporation also even though Frank and George were the only
owners. However, Louis Nohl was issued one share in order
to satisfy legal requirements.
The next year, 1906, Louis Nohl became a 32 per cent
stockholder in the newly organized Bond & Nohl Company at
Espanola. Essentially, Bond & Nohl was the mercantile and
sheep trading departments of G. W. Bond & Bro. at Espanola
and was in most respects simply a continuation of the old
business. This relieved Frank Bond from direct management
of the Espanola store, freeing him to supervise on an executive level much in the same manner as George had been freed
by the reorganization at Wagon Mound. This completed the
major expansion phase of the Bond system that had begun
with the acquisition of the Forbes Wool Company early in
1903, and at the end of 1906 the Bond enterprises had gross
assets of more than $1,250,000. 5
The following year Gerson Gusdorf left the Taos store,
and the company was reorganized so that George, Frank,
and J. H. McCarthy became equal partners in the Bond, McCarthy Company. In 1907 also, the Bonds finally sold the
Trampas Grant to the Las Trampas Lumber Company.
In 1908 R. C. Dillon joined the G. W. Bond & Bro. Mercantile Company in Encino, and George Bond was once again
at liberty to devote his time to the G. W. Bond & Bro. investments in Trinidad. The next year, 1909, marked the end of
the secret but stormy Bond-Pollard association in the C. L.
Pollard Company. After Pollard's departure the business was
called the Espanola Mercantile Company, and the Bond
interest in it remained hidden from the public view.
Another period of expansion activity began in 1910 when
the Bond & Nohl Company acquired control of the Espanola
5. Appendix D.
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Milling & Elevator Company and began to operate it as a
branch.
A major change developed in 1911 when Frank and
George Bond decided to terminate their twenty-eight-year
partnership and George moved to Idaho. This partnership
dissolution was academic in a sense for the partnership assets
were equally divided and George Bond's personal shareholdings in the various stores remained unchanged.
In 1912 Frank Bond joined Edward Sargent and A. H.
Long to organize the Rosa Mercantile Company in Rosa, New
Mexico, a typical Bond store dealing in sheep and wool as
well as in merchandise. Archie MacArthur died that year,
and the resulting vacancy was filled by Andy Wiest who
moved to Wagon Mound, acquired an interest in the business,
and became general manager there. Wiest's move, in turn,
created a vacancy in Cuervo. Joe Holbrook, Jr., who had been
there with Wiest since 1906 and had informally shared in
part of Wiest's stock, was named general manager of the
Bond & Wiest store, the name of which was not changed.
The Bond Sheep Commission Company was organized the
following year for a specific sheep venture involving a large
herd of about 30,000 sheep. After a brief but profitable existence it passed into history after having served its particular
purpose. In that same year the Trampas Grant was returned
to Bond control due to legal complications in the land titles,
and Frank Bond became president of the Las Trampas Lumber Company, the same holding company to which he had
sold the grant six years previously.
Two more maj or expansion moves remained to be made
before the close of 1915. In 1914 Frank Bond, R. C. Dillon,
Andy Wiest, and J. H. McCarthy joined together with Walter
Connell to organize the Bond-Connell Sheep and Wool Company in Albuquerque. This new organization was set up for
the specific purpose of trading in sheep and wool, but it
differed from most of the other enterprises in that there was
no mercantile store in connection with it. However, the next
expansion move did include a store, for shortly before the
close of 1915 Frank Bond and Ed Sargent organized the
Bond-Sargent Company in Grants, marking a significant
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move into the heretofore almost untouched Navaho lands on
the west side of the state.
This, then, fits the major segments of the complex Bond
system into their respective places. It was not a simple
system. The Bonds' ability and, more importantly, their willingness to shift emphasis, change organization, and try new
methods of operation not only contributed to this complexity
but also stamped the Bonds indelibly as being thoroughly
progressive. As they grew and flexed with the changing times
they lost little time bemoaning mistakes of the past; rather,
they oriented themselves to the future.
When Frank and George Bond arrived originally in the
Territory of New Mexico, they had found an expanding
economy of sheep and cattle husbandry that offered opportunities limited only by their own ability and industry, and
in neither of these qualities were they lacking. The basic consideration that influenced their choice of an obscure frontier
town can only be conjectured, for Espanola was just a year
old and could claim a population of only 150 persons. What.
ever may have been their primary motivation for settling
there, the system of mercantile partnerships and sheep trading combinations which they developed had a profound effect
on the economic development of a large part of northern New
Mexico.
The last year included in this appraisal of Frank Bond
and his associates is 1915, and at the end of this thirty-two
year span he had important interests in no less than a dozen
major firms, including his own sheep business, with total
assets of almost a million and a half dollars. It is possible
that he did in fact have interests in other enterprises which
have not been detected, and other business ventures had in
that time most certainly come and gone, but the outside organizations in which Frank Bond was primarily interested
at the close of 1915 were as follows:
A. MacArthur Company
Bond & Wiest Company
Espanola Mercantile Company
Forbes Wool Company
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Bond McCarthy Company
G. W. Bond & Bro. Mercantile Company
Bond & N ohl Company
Espanola Milling & Elevator Company
Rosa Mercantile Company
Bond-Connell Sheep & Wool Company
Bond-Sargent Company

The merchandise inventory on the shelves of those firms
that handled merchandise totalled almost $200,000,6 and they
had collectively earned profits in the years thus far of more
than $1,377,000. 7 Frank Bond's personal worth at this time
is estimated at more than $541,000 with the stock in the various stores very conservatively valued at par. 8
The Bond mercantile system was an important source of
supply not only to the partidarios but also to the general
public, and the stores were of course important and steady
income producers for the Bonds. However, the Bonds' first
love was sheep and wool, and the paucity of data on the
numbers of sheep traded, rented, and fed is indeed unfortunate. At the end of 1915 the total investment in sheep was
more than $417,000,9 but the sheep investment accounts do
not provide an accurate indication of the number of sheep
represented. Indeed, it is known that upon occasion the account reflected a zero balance when in fact several thousands
of sheep actually were on hand. There appear to have been
more than 150,000 sheep under control of the Bond system
at the end of 1915,10 but it is likely that the actual count more
nearly approximated twice this number. Certainly to the
extent that the early southwestern merchant made his contribution and to the extent that sheep and wool husbandry
can be said to have contributed to the economic development
of New Mexico, the activities of Frank Bond, his brother,
and his associates can properly be credited with having influenced that development.
Of importance was the profit-sharing technique adopted
6. Appendix A.
7. Appendix H.
8. Appendix I.
9. Appendix B.
10. Appendix C.
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by the Bonds, a policy that contributed significantly to the
success they enjoyed. They literally gave their stores away.
Forming business partnerships for the purpose of undertaking some specific or special activity was not an uncommon
practice among New Mexico merchants,ll and likewise the
practice of sharing profits with managers and others in positions of trust was commonly practiced by others. The Bonds
began their association with MacArthur, Wiest, Nohl, and
Dillon in this way. However, simple sharing of profits as a
form of payment for services did not necessarily imply
ownership. The Bonds were probably unique in that they not
only brought their managers into actual ownership but also
loaned them the money with which to buy their interest in
the business. In one case they even arranged to pay 6 per cent
dividends every year so that the manager might have the
money to pay the 6 per cent interest they charged him on
the loan.
No record exists of the exact terms under which these
manager-owners were brought into the business nor of the
precise agreements that were made. These were undoubtedly
private transactions made with the Bonds personally and do
not appear to have been made part of the company records
in any respect. The best glimpse we have is the arrangement
with R. C. Dillon that has been described. 12 It seems to have
been fairly typical, but there were certainly other variations.
The scheme they adopted of giving stock in return for a
note and then accepting the stock as security for that note
was merely a mechanism. More important is the notion that
a manager could begin with almost no capital funds of his
own and logically aspire to achieve ownership in a very real
sense. Spurred by the knowledge that he would emerge as an
important owner of the business, the manager was thus constrained to operate the business in the most economical, efficient, and profitable manner possible.
An observation of note in connection with this philosophy
is that their manager-owners were not members of the Bond
11. William J. Parish, "Charles Ilfeld, Sedentary Merchant in the Arid Southwest,
1865-1884" (unpublished D. C. S. dissertation Graduate School of Business Administration, Harvard University), p. 124.
12. Supra, chap. x.
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family. Only one such instance has been noted and even this
was a last resort after all other efforts to find the right man
had failed.
The success of their philosophy had its foundation in the
strong ties of friendship that existed between the Bonds and
their managers. Frank Bond's concern for the store managers was illustrated during Archie MacArthur's last illness.
After having made arrangements for Andy Wiest to go to
Wagon Mound, he wrote to MacArthur:
Take the best possible care of yourself until Andy arrives, and
after he arrives, don't do a thing except post him for a few
days, then by all means get up and leave, and don't come back
and take hold of that business until you know that your health
is all right. I know that Andy can swing that business ... and
your health is everything to all of us.
I am not much of a hand to brag, but I have repeatedly
said that we have the best men in New Mexico as managers
of our stores, and I don't believe they can be beaten anywhere,
and we have naturally a very high regard for them. They have
made money for us, and have been very loyal to us, and we
most certainly appreciate it, and consider their health above
any business consideration of any kind. I3

This arrangement for Wiest to take charge of the Wagon
Mound store worried MacArthur because he didn't think he
should be entitled to any profits while he was away from the
business, yet at the same time he did want to keep an interest
in the store. Frank Bond's generosity and affection for his
managers again came to the fore on this occasion as expressed
by Frank to his brother:
Dr. Northwood told me and Andy that Archie would want
to keep an interest in the business even if he shouldn't be able
to take charge, and I told them both that in that event if necessary Archie could have my interest, and I would withdraw
from the company. I just thought ... that should Archie not
be able to take charge ... that when a reorganization of the
company takes place, there will scarcely be enough stock to go
round, and make things satisfactory to Andy, Archie and
Manuel, and in order to give Archie a satisfactory deal, it
13. Letter Book No.6, July 9, 1911, p. 153.
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might be ... [better] ... for me to give up my stock. I didn't
say a word to Archie about this nor shall I until it becomes
necessary to reorganize, which I hope will not be necessary....
Andy expressed himself that as long as he remained in business
he wanted both of us to be woth [sic] him, and repeated the
conversation he had with you one time at Cuervo, when you
mentioned that he didn't need us. 14

Numerous other instances can be cited that similarly express
Frank Bond's partnership philosophy. Their summation is a
business founded on a bedrock of loyalty and mutual trust.
Recitation of the exploits of many men of far less stature
now burden our library shelves with literally tons of paper,
but it is not surprising that the Bond name, remembered with
respect by their contemporaries, has been thoroughly overlooked in the writing of New Mexico history. They simply
were not good "copy." Frank Bond abhorred the limelight
and was content to know that while others made noise he
made some money. The Bonds unquestionably provided the
substantial and solid sort of contribution to the commerce
of the prairies that is the very essence of American tradition.
Frank wrote on one occasion:
I know you will do the very best you can for us, that is play the
game fair so that we will always be able to buy the customers
wool another year.15

14. Ibid., July 8, 1911, p. 149.
15. Letter Book No. 53, June 17, 1914, p. 43.

Book Reviews
Confederate Victories in the Southwest: Prelude to Defeat.
Edited by the Publishers. Albuquerque: Horn & Wallace,
Publishers, 1961. Maps. Pp. 201. $7.50.
This book is the first venture for the publishers and was
issued in a limited edition of 1,000 copies. It is a collection of
transcripts from The War of the Rebellion, the official compilation of Civil War documents, and covers events in New
Mexico up to the capture of Santa Fe. A subsequent volume
will complete the story.
Horn and Wallace have prepared a useful work for readers of Southwestern history. The reviewer is quoted on the
jacket blurb: "He who would appreciate history ought to
read a few documents as he who would understand the forest
should see the trees."
Booklovers especially will appreciate the publishers' efforts to present a well-manufactured book as designed and
printed by Jack D. Rittenhouse of the Stagecoach press.
Since there is more than one series in the Civil War publications, the Series number should be added to the footnote
reference in this publication.

New Mexico Civil War Bibliography: An Annotated Checklist of Books & Pamphlets. Jack D. Rittenhouse. Houston:
Stagecoach Press, 1961. Pp. 36. $4.00.
This small publication contains 32 items. The compiler
dealt only with printed materials, so the book was not planned
as a complete bibliography for the years covered. The Santa
Fe Gazette vs. The Citizens of Dona Ana County, Item #7,
is published in full in the appendix. The reviewer notices
only one additional item that could have been included: Brig.Gen. Richard H. Orton, Records of California Men in the
War of the Rebellion 1861 to 1867. Sacramento, 1890.
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A Classified Bibliography of the Periodical Literature of the
Trans-Mississippi West (1811-1957). By Oscar Osburn
Winther. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1961.
Pp. xxvi, 626. $6.00.
The table of contents quickly reveals that the articles are
listed under topical and sub-topical headings that include the
States, for instance, New Mexico; regions, as the Great
Plains; and others such as Indians, Fur Trade and the California Gold Rush. Cross references expedite finding a particular article. Each item is given a reference number (for a
total of 9,244) which is associated with the author's name
listed in alphabetical order.
The cross-the-border areas of British Columbia and Hispanic America are included, although the emphasis is on material related to the history of the United States.
It is incorrect to list #5731 under Negro because it deals
with the Indian slave trade. Item #5890 is credited to the
wrong author. Otherwise, I suspect that there is a very high
degree of accuracy in this very useful and comprehensive
work on the West.

The Whipple Report. By A. W. Whipple. Edited by E. 1. Edwards. Los Angeles: Westernlore Press, 1961. Pp. v, 100.
Bibliog., Illusts., Index. $5.50.
This is Whipple's report of his survey of the international
boundary line from San Diego to the Colorado River in keeping with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo that closed the war
with Mexico. In a ten page introduction, Mr. Edwards presents a pen picture of Whipple's personality in contrast to
that of Lieut. Cave Couts who commanded the military detachment for defense of the surveyors.
Whipple's writing attains the heights of literary style
occasionally, but he is much more interested in describing
the Indians, with sympathy, than commenting on his official
duties. Because of this interest, the report is of greater value
to ethnologists; it is not a significant contribution to the history of the times.

74

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

Arizona Territory Post Offices and Postmasters. By John and
Lillian Theobald. Arizona Historical Foundation. Phoenix, Arizona, 1961. Pp. xiii, 178. Illus. and Bibliog. Paper
$3.00, Cloth $5.00, Leather $17.50.
This useful publication contains a brief history of Arizona, a discussion of mail transportation, the postal routes,
service companies, the postmasters, the public attitude toward the mail service, and an alphabetical list of post offices
and masters.
There are several pictures of post offices and a greater
number of cancelled mail envelopes. Historical sketches are
supplied for some of the post offices.
Through personal contacts and search in archival sources,
the authors have not only prepared what is obviously a labor
of love, but also a worthwhile addition to reference literature
on Arizona.

F.D.R.
The Charles Ilfeld Company. By William J. Parish. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1961. Pp. xxi, 431.
Ills., maps, index. $10.00.
On a broad yet revealingly detailed canvas, Professor
Parish has presented a superb picture of a business enterprise which was born in territorial New Mexico and perished
on virtually the day before yesterday. Published as one of the
Harvard Studies in Business History, this book sits amidst
distinguished company; but it is not overshadowed. It is one
of the best business histories this reviewer has read. Professor Parish has demonstrated that he is a most competent and
talented historian. His work rests upon solid research-foundations: the company's own archives, interviews with contemporaries of the firm and its managers, and newspapers
of the day. Moreover, the author has placed the company's
history in a setting made rich by his own knowledge of the
business affairs and by a careful investigation of secondary
source materials.
To the reviewer, the book seems naturally to divide itself
into three parts. The first covers the formative period from
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1865 till about the turn of the century. It tells the remarkable story of Charles Ilfeld, the German-Jewish immigrant
lad of eighteen who became a most successful "multi-risk
merchant," importing various articles from the East and selling them, usually on a retail basis, in the vicinity of Las
Vegas. As the author himself indicates, Ilfeld's business
operation closely resembled that of Thomas Hancock, perhaps the most famous merchant of eighteenth-century Boston. (It also resembles that of many Midwestern merchants
in the mid-nineteenth century.) Like Hancock, Ilfeld needed
men in the East-or England, in the case of the former merchant-to supply him with trade goods and generous credit
terms. There were much the same problems involved in transporting these goods and in making remittances for them. As
Hancock scrambled about for bills of exchange to meet his
English obligations, so too did Ilfeld search for drafts to
cover his debts in New York City. More fortunate than his
colonial counterpart, Ilfeld could sell the "country pay"
(wool, grain, and livestock) tendered by his customers directly to his Eastern suppliers. To be successful at this sort
of business, a man had to be intelligent, resourceful, daring
and trusting. That Ilfeld possessed all these traits is amply
shown by the author.
The second part of the company's career began around
1900, when the railroads had completed their dissection of
the Southwest, and ended with the coming of World War II.
This is also the period in the company's history that is dominated by Ilfeld's brother-in-law, Max Nordhaus. While Ilfeld
poured his merchandising dreams into the creation of a department store at Las Vegas; the younger, more vigorous
man turned his energies into more diversified and more
specialized fields: the woolen economy and the sheep industry; a chain of country stores and directly owned retail outlets; and finally, wholesaling, with the establishment of
branch warehouses throughout New Mexico. The last venture was the most profitable; and by the end of the era, the
Charles Ilfeld Company was essentially a wholesaling
concern.
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It is rather difficult to state precisely when the company
entered its third and ultimately fatal period. Certainly it occurred after the deaths of Ilfeld (1929) and Nordhaus
(1935) ; but it does not seem to have been determined by the
Great Depression. Quite probably the forces that set the company's final form were the revolution in motor transportation and the rapid growth and urbanization of New Mexicotwo phenomena whose full effects were seen most dramatically in the immediate post-war years. Till almost the eleventh hour, the Ilfeld Company failed to accommodate itself
to the changed and changing circumstances. But here the
fault lay not so much with management as with the nature
of the firm. It was a family corporation; and like so many
family corporations, it had grown old. It had become "a
monistic form of· administration both in action and ideas.
. . . ." Its dividend policy was too liberal; its directors were
too inbred-and one can easily guess at countless other defects commonly seen in family corporations. The reviewer's
sympathies lay with the firm's last manager, Frank Mapel.
Hardly had he examined the company, diagnosed its ills (in
physical layout, personnel, sales procedure, etc.), and began
its cure, than the company's stockholders decided to sell out.
In conclusion, let the reviewer reiterate and underscore
his praise of Professor Parish's work. Indeed the only criticism offered-and I should guess the author is (pp. 91-92)
aware of it-is that he may have tried too hard to place the
Charles Ilfeld Company into the N.S.B. Gras frame of what
does and does not constitute a sedentary merchant, a merchant capitalist, and so on. (I often suspect that such labels
are more convenient than accurate.) But this criticism is
scarcely significant, for this is a very good book-well and
often humorously written, fully substantiated by evidence,
and adequately illustrated by maps and charts. Professor
Parish should be proud of his work and take honest satisfaction in looking back "over the 14 years of its doing."
Michigan State University
ALVIN C. GLUECK, JR.

Notes and Documents
THE NEW MEXICO TERRITORIAL ASSEMBLY,

1858-1859

The New Mexico territorial assembly of 1858-1859 played an important, if futile, role in the attempted expansion of slavery into the
western territories prior to the Civil War. It was this assembly that
in February 1859 adopted "an act for the protection of slave property
in the territory," thus setting the stage for possible slave expansion
into New Mexico territory.! This aspect of New Mexico's role in the
sectional conflict has been described elsewhere 2 and will not be recounted here. Information pertaining to the membership of this assembly is not so easily accessible, however, and these notes will attempt
to provide some insight into the characteristics of the members themselves. In this manner it is hoped that it will be shown that New Mexico's pro-slavery stand was taken by an assembly comprised not of
southern planters but by a group of predominately native-born New
Mexican farmers.
The accompanying table shows a list of members of the Eighth
New Mexico assembly which passed the act for protection of slave
property together with personal characteristics taken from the manuscript returns of the Federal Census for 1860. 3 In all, twelve members
served in the legislative council during the session of 1858-1859, and
twenty-four members served in the house of representatives. 4 As might
be expected, members of the legislative council, or upper house, were
somewhat older than members of the house of representatives; median
age for council members being fifty-seven years and that of house members only thirty-four years, a considerable difference in age span. The
ages ranged from twenty-four years for Antonio G. Cordera of Rio
Arriba to seventy-eight for Rafael Vigil of Taos.
The great majority of assembly members were born in New Mexico; only four of the 29 members for whom place of birth could be determined were born outside the territory. One member was born in
Vermont, one in Kentucky, one in Missouri, and one in Mexico. Twentyfive members were born in New Mexico.
1. Journal of the Legislative Council for the Territory of New Mexico, Session 1858·59
(Santa Fe, 1859), 63, 67; Journal of the House of Representatives of the Territory of New
Mexico, Session 1858·59 (Santa Fe, 1859), 67, 70, 79.
2. Loomis Morton Ganaway, New Mexico and the Sectional Controversy, 1846·1861
(Albuquerque, 1944), 70-71; and Herbert Howe Bancroft, Arizona and New Mexico, 1580·
1888 (San Francisco, 1889), 682·683.
3. Based upon the manuscript returns of Schedule No. I, Free Inhabitants, of the
United States Eighth Census, 1860. The writer used microfilm copies of the original returns located in the National Archives, Washington, 25, D. C.
4. These figures do not include C. Duran of Dona Ana, who was elected but did not
actually serve in this session of the council.
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MEMBERS OF THE NEW MEXICO TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE OF 1858-1859, WITH A SUMMARY OF
DATA TAKEN FROM THE MANUSCRIPT RETURNS OF THE UNITED STATES CENSUS FOR 1860.

Legislative Council
County
Bernalillo
Rio Arriba
San Miguel
Santa Ana
Santa Fe
Socorro
Taos
Valencia

Name
Henry Connelly
Geronimo J aramillo*
Pedro Salazar
Miguel Sena y Romero
Donaciano Vigil
Jesus Baca
Nasario Gonzales*
Mariano Silva
Albino Chacon
Lafayette Head
Jose Benito Martinez
Juan Jose Sanchez

Age

Birth Place

Occupation

59

Kentucky

Merchant

57
44
58
60

N.M.
N.M.
N.M.
N.M.

Farmer
Farmer
Farmer
Farmer

Personal
Property

Z

$58,000

$84.000

:s:tr:l

780
5,000
1,500
7,000

747
7,000
2,200
2,720

Real
Property

Dona Ana

Miguel Gonzales
Jose Lueras*
Mig. Salazar*

~

:><
.....

(")

0

::=

.....
rn
>'3

0

57
32
35
47
60

N.M.
N.M.
Mo.
N.M.
N.M.

Merchant-Farmer
Farmer
Farmer
Farmer
Merchant

1,000
1,000
3,000
5,000
4,000

6,000
2,000
3,000
16,000
16,545

62

N.M.

~
.....
(")

>
t"
~

tr:l

<:
.....
tr:l

~

House of Representatives
Bernalillo

tr:l

Farmer

1,000

500

Rio Arriba

San Miguel
Santa Fe
Santa Ana
Taos

Valencia

Pedro Aragon*
Ant. Guad. Cordova
Manuel Jaramillo
Fran. E. Salazar
Ant. R. Arragon
Jose G. Gallegos
Manuel de Herrera
Juan Benavides
Jesus Ma. de Herrera
O. P. Hovey
Nicholas Lucero
Bonifacio Romero
Pedro Mares
Mateo Romero
Jose F. Sanchez
Pedro Valdez
Rafael Vigil
Jose Vigil
Francisco Lopez

24
29
25
41
32
58
28
40
33
49
29
25
50
37
34
78
47
26

N.M.
N.M.
N.M.
N.M.
N.M.
N.M.
N.M.
N.M.
Vermont
N.M.
N.M.
N.M.
N.M.
N.M.
N.M.
N.M.
N.M.
Mexico

Farmer
Farmer
Farmer
Farmer
Merchant
Laborer
Farmer
Farmer
Comm. Agent
Farmer
Merchant
Farm Laborer
Farm Laborer
Farmer
Farmer
Farm Laborer
Farmer
Farmer

225
430
210
400
1,200
9,000
20
300
18,000
5,000
500
210
600
1,500
100
1,300
300

503
612
400
800
4,000
5,000
20
170
35,000
400
1,500
100
300
500
4,000
200
1,840
900

Z

0

"'l

~

>

Z

t:l
t:l

0
0

c::
is:

to:l

Z
"'l
rn

Explanatory
Information in this table is from the manuscript returns of Schedule No.1, Free Inhabitants, of the United States Eighth Census, 1860. The
writer used microfilm copies of the original returns located in the National Archives, Washington 25, D. C. Listing of House members does not include a delegate from Socorro whose last name was Apodaca but first name not given in Journal. The writer wishes to thank Linda Malin for her
assistance in compiling information for this table.
• Indicates that writer was unable to locate in manuscript census returns.
-.;J
~
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Nineteen members of the assembly listed their occupation as farming in 1860. Four were merchants, one listed himself as a merchantfarmer, one as a laborer, three as farm laborers, and one as a commission agent. Surprisingly, there were no lawyers in the Eighth Territorial Assembly.
Property holding for assembly members was quite modest; the
median holding for those located in the census returns being $1,000
in real and $1,500 in personal property. The members of the council
were considerably wealthier than those of the house; the median for
the council being $3,500 in real and $4,500 in personal property, compared to $430 in real $503 in personal property for house members.
Henry Connelly of Bernalillo with $142,000, and O. P. Hovey of Santa
Fe with $53,000 in property were by far the wealthiest individuals in
the assembly. On the other hand, however, eleven members held less
than $500 in real property and seven held less than $500 in personal
property.
These personal characteristics of membership illustrate that the
assembly was thus comprised of men of modest means who were natives
of New Mexico. Their vote for protecting slave property was thus not
based upon southern or plantation background.
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$1.00

$1.50

V-Barreiro's Ojeada 80bre Nuevo Mexico (1832),
ed. by L. B. Bloom, 60 pp., ill. (1928)

$5.00

Vol. XIV-Albert Franklin Banta: Arizona Pioneer, ed. by
Frank D. Reeve, 143 pp., ill., index (1953)

$2.25

Vol. XV-Bishop Tamaron's Visitation of New Mexico, 1760,
ed. by Eleanor B. Adams, 112 pp., ill., index (1954)

$2.50
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